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Algerian call 


for peace 


and freedom 


Rev. Russell Stevenson (left), Chairman of the Emergency Committee for Relief to 
E^ptian War Victims (20 W. 40th St., New York City), is seen at Cairo Iiiteniational 
Airport on December 11 turning over medical supplies to Mr. Ahmed Fahim of the 
Egyptian Ministry of Social Affairs and Father Victor Gohargin, Catholic War Relief 
Services Representative in Cairo. Mr. Stevenson’s report on Egyptian refugees and 


I ^HE military suppression of the Algerian 
people by the French Government 
has been denounced and a programme to 
end the bloodshed in Algeria has been 
offered by the Political Burueaii of the 
National Algerian Movement, Moham¬ 
med Saadoun, the Press and Information 
Officer of the body told Peace News on 
Tuesday. 

He was visiting Peace News otlice during his 
stay in London on a mission to arouse public 
opinion on the Algerian question on the eve 
of discussions on Algeria by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and following 
the French policy statement on Algeria by M. 
Guy Mollet. 

‘ He was to speak at a Press Conference in 
London on Wednesday, presided over by Fen- 
! ner Brockway, MP, Chairman of the Move¬ 
ment for Colonial Freedom. 

The National Algerian Movement (Mouve- 
ment National Algerien) was founded 31 years 
ago, and is one of the important political 
groups in the present Algerian struggle. The 
founder of the party, Messali Hadj, has since 
1937 been cither in prison, exile, or under 
house arrest by the French. 

End bloodshed 

The Political Bureau of the National 
Algerian Movement has offered the following 
proposals to end the bloodshed in Algeria ; 

“ 1) That France must recognise the right 
of the Algerian to self-determination. 

This recognitioq is the sole guarantee of a 
‘cease-fire.’ It must be accompanied by 
measures intended to create a. climate of 
confidence in Algeria. 

“These measures must be: 

“ a) The liberation of Messali Hadj and 
all the political prisoners ; 

“ b) The restoration of all democratic 

rights ; „ , ^ i. 

“ c) The vyithdrawal of the French 

troops. ' 


Pacifists challenge 
Britain 

DISARM 

NOW 

Dr. Soper*s call 

"jfJNDER the leadership of Dr. Donald 
Soper all the British pacifist organisa¬ 
tions are uniting to secure public support 
for British disarmament. 

Two marches through London are planned 
for January 27 and March 24 and a big public 
rally in Friends House, Euston, on Tuesday, 
March 26, at which Dr. Martin Niemoller, 
Leslie Hale MP, and Dame Professor Kathleen 
Lonsdale will speak with Dr. Soper. 

Asked to comment on this campaign. Dr. 
Soper told Peace News on Monday : 

^ Most people who can see the signs of the 
times would agree that we are watching the end 
of an era and the beginning of a new one. 

“ We, as pacifists, must be quite confident 
that, if the new era is to be more peaceful 
than the one which it supplants, then our Vvft- 
ness must be pressed with unflagging 
enthusiasm. 

“ The question is what to do to arouse people 
from their apathy and to help change their 
ideas. We have confined ourselves, I think, 
too naively to public meetings. There is a 
kind of direct action which, I believe, can have 
most profitable results. I am sure we must get 
out on to the streets more often. 

DISARM 

“ On Sunday, January 27, I hope to lead a 
march from Kingsway at 7.45 p.m. to Manette 
Street (Charing Cross Road) at 8.30 p.m. 
Unless it is pouring with rain, thousands of 
people will see us and our banners, and many 
I hope, will hear us as we plead for a new and 
radical attitude to the threat of modern war. 
'^Now is the time for this country to dis¬ 
arm and finally to renounce the methods of 
mass destruction. Let us make our witness 
to this truth and seek to persuade others 
to make this great adventure. 

“ We can do something, I am quite sure, that 
will be effective as, on the 27th, we march in 
our hundreds.’' 

,, The Peace Committee of The Society of 
Fiiends (Quakers); the Peace Pledge Union ; 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation ; the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship and the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship are among the bodies calling on 
their members to give the utmost support to the 
demonstrations. 
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RELIEF FOR FORT SAID 


Rev. Russell Stevenson (left), Chairman of the Emergency Committee for Relief to 
Egyptian War Victims (20 W. 40th St., New York City), is seen at Cairo Iiiteniational 
Airport on December 11 turning over medical supplies to Mr. Ahmed Fahim of the 
Egyptian Ministry of Social Affairs and Faiher Victor Gohargin, Catholic War Relsef 
Services Representative in Cairo. Mr. Stevenson’s report on Egyptian refugees and 
(heir needs appeared in PN on January 4. 

He was asked to make an on-the-spot survey by the 11 member agencies of the 
Emergency Committee, which, in addition to his own agency. Church World Service, 
include ; Catholic Relief Services, American Middle East Relief, Brethren Service Com¬ 
mission, Mennonite Central Committee, American Friends of the Midd!© East, Inc., 
American University at Cairo, Continuing Committee on Muslim-Christian Co-operation, 
National Assn, of Syrian and Lebanese American Qubs, Near East Committee of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, and the Syrian and I^banese 
American Federation of the Eastern States. 

Following his investigation, he declared in New York on December 19 : “ My \isit 
to Port Said was a sobering experience. It was not pleasant to view the effects of three 
days of steady bombing and tank warfare. The destruction is largely restricted to the 
western section of the city where most of the Egyptian population lived. I viewed one 
area comprising six or seven acres that was rased to the ground, an expanse of charred 
ruin and rubble. Tliis was the poorest slum section, made up of rude shacks and dwell¬ 
ings that burned quickly and completely. But this was by no means the extent oi* the 
damage. 

2^000 dead from bombs and tanhs 


^ A much larger area contained substantial buildings four and five stories high, and 
here, too, there was almost complete ruin . . . We drove back and forth, up one street 
and down another, with little to be seen except gutted buildings, caved-in walls, rubble 
piled shoulder higb, a picture of twisted wreckage. I am not a surveyor, but I would 
judge that an area ^ three square miles has been rendered completely or partially unin¬ 
habitable. 

“ A conservative estimate agreed upon by observers in Port Said is that 4,000 family 
units have been destroyed. 

“ The most coaservative estimates place the number of fatalities at 2,000. In addition 
to those killed by the bombing and the later tank warfare, many were drowned when in 
their panic they sought to flee by way of Lake Manzala in overcrowded fishing boats. 
However, many did escape, either on foot or by way of the lake. They streamed out of 
Port Said, from many of the villages adjacent to the city and the Canal, and some 7,000 
from Sinai found refuge in East Kantara. The great majority of them are now in the 
towns and villages of the Delta.” 

Emergency relief for war eieiims 

The Emergency Committee For Relief To Egyptian War Victims had by mid- 
December distributed to Egypt by plane and ship over 2,000 pounds of relief supplies 
worth a quarter of a million dollars, Mr. Stevenson revealed. 

American contributions of clean clothing and bedding, he said, should be sent to 
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Stay in London on a mission to arouse public 
opinion on the Algerian question on the eve 
of discussions on Algeria by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and following 
the French policy'statement on Algeria by M. 
Guy Mollet. 

He was to speak at a Press Conference in 
London on Wednesday, presided over by Fen- 
I ner Brockway, MP, Chairman of the Move- 
j ment for Colonial Freedom. 

The National Algerian Movement (Mouve^ 
ment National Algerien) was founded 31 years 
ago, and is one of the important political 
groups in the present Algerian struggle. The 
founder of the party, Messali Hadj, has since 
1937 been either in prison, exile, or under 
house arrest by the French. 

Esid bloodshed 

The Political Bureau of the National 
Algerian Movement has offered the following 
proposals to end the bloodshed in Algeria : 

“ 1) That France must recognise the right 
of the Algerian nation to self-determination. 
This recognition is the sole guarantee of ^ 
‘cease-fire.’ It must be accompanied by 
measures intended tp create a climate of 
confidence in Algeria. 

“These measures must be: 

“ a) The liberation of Messali Hadj and 
all the political prisoners ; 

“ b) The restoration of all democratic 

rights ; u 

“ c) The ^yithd^awal of the French 

troops. ' • , ■ t r 

“ 2) The organisation, under the control ot 
the United Nations, of general elections for a 
sovereign Constituent Assembly, based on 
universal suffrage, without distinction of race 

or religion. , , . a ut r 

“ 3) The appointment by this Assembly ot 
a sovereign Algerian Government, em¬ 
powered to negotiate with France and to 
reach decisions affecting the lelations be¬ 
tween the two States.” -.t • i 

The Secretary » General of the National 
Algerian Movement will be at the United 
Nations during the debate on Algeria. 

M. Mohammed Saadoun told Peace News 
that the first thing to be brought about in 
Algeria must be a cease-fire, and that the 
above terms were necessary if a cease-fire 
were to mean genuine peace. 

French repression 

Me recalled that Algeria had been ruled hy 
France since 1830. Until November 1, 1954 
the NAM had conducted the struggle for free¬ 
dom by peaceful methods, by political action, 
passive resistance, strikes and hunger strikes 
by Messali Hadj and others. 

In December, 1956, 40 imprisoned Algerians 
undertook a 17 day hunger strike. 

Each time the Algerians had tried peaceful 
methods, and each time Hadj had offered 
posals for a peaceful solution, the French 
answer had been a strengthening of their re¬ 
pression- r t 

In 1945, for example, a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion with posters, etc., at Setif et Guelman h^ 
been attacked by French forces and 40,000 
persons were shot in the streets. 

It was thus reluctantly after they had be¬ 
come convinced there was no other way that 
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ness must be pressed with unflagging 
enthusiasm. 

“ The question is what to do to arouse people 
from their apathy and to help change their 
ideas. We have confined ourselves, I think, 
too naively to public meetings. There is a 
kind of direct action which, I believe, can have 
most profitable results. I am sure we must get 
put on to the streets more often. 

DISARM 

“ On Sunday, January 27, I hope to lead a 
march from Kingsway at 7.45 p.m. to Manette 
Street (Gharing Cross Road) at 8.30 p.m. 
Unless it is pouring with rain, thousands of 
people will see us and our banners, and many 
I hope, will hear us as we plead for a new and 
radical attitude to the threat of modern war. 

‘^Now is the time for this country to dis¬ 
arm and finally to renounce the methods of 
mass destruction. Let us make our witness 
to this tnith and seek to persuade others 
to make this great adventure. 

“ We can do something, I am quite sure, that 
will be effective as, on the 27th, we march in 
pur hundreds.’' 

. . The Peace Committee of The Society of 
Fiiends (Quakers); the Peace Pledge Union ; 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation ; the Anglican 
Pacifist Fellowship and the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship are among the bodies calling on 
their members to give the utmost support to the 
demonstrations. 

ACTION 

Speaking for the Peace Pledge Union, Sybil 
Morrison told Peace News on Tuesday that she 
hoped every PPU member would do at least 
one of three things: 

Bring a non-pacifist sympatJiiser to join in 
the march in London ; 

If living in the provinces arrange for a 
smaller march or poster parade in their home 
town at the same time as the London march, 
even if only five or six people could be 
gathered together for the first demonstration ; 

Write letters to the Press for publication 
on the Friday before the marches calling for 
Britain to give the world a lead by disarming. 
Quaker peace posters and Peace Pledge 
Union posters will be used on the marches. 

Those organising demonstrations in the 
provinces may obtain the Quaker peace posters 
from Northern Friends Peace Board, Clifford 
Street, York (6d. post free), and Peace Pledge 
Union posters from the PPU, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.l, who will supply them 
free to members of any of the pacifist bodies 
organising demonstrations. 

Dr. Soper met with leaders of the British 
pacifist organisations last week to discuss details 
of the campaign. 

See also editorial "Open Skies”, and 
"The Ch^lenge of Disarmament” — 
page two. 


South Africa 

IS NON-VIOLENCE 
















He wiis asked to make an on-inc-spoi survey oy ine ii uicmwcr a¥;citvic!» w 
Emergency Committee, which, in addition to his own agency, Church World Service, 
include : Catholic Relief Services, American Middle East Relief, Brethren Service Com¬ 
mission, Mennonite Central Committee, American Friends of the Middfie East, Inc., 
American University at Cairo, Continuing Committee on Muslim-Christian Co-operation, 
National Assn, of Syrian and Lebanese American Oubs, Near East Committee of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, and the Syrian and Lebanese 
American Federation of the Eastern States. 

Following his investigation, he declared in New York on December 19 : My visit 
to Port Said was a sobering exper^nce. It was not pleasant to view the effects of three 
days of steady bombing and tank warfare. The destruction is largely restricted to the 
western section of the city where most (rf the Egyptian [lopulation lived. I viewed one 
area comprising six or seven acres that was rased to the ground, an expanse of charred 
ruin and rubble. This was the poorest slum section, made up of rude shacks and dwell¬ 
ings that burned quickly and completely. But this was by no means the extent of the 
damage. 

2^000 dead from bombs and ianUs 

“ A much larger area contained substantial buildings four and five stories high, and 
here too, there was almost complete ruin ... We drove back and forth, up one stf^et 
and down another, with little to be seen except gutted buildings, caved-in walls, rubble 
piled shoulder hi^ a picture of twisted wreckage. I am not a surveyor, but 1 would 
Judge that an area of three square miles has been rendered completely or partially iinin- 

habitaWe^^^^^^^^^^^^ gsljniate agreed upon by observers in Port Said is that 4,000 family 
units have been destroyed. 

** The most conservative estimates place the number of fatalities at 2,000. In addition 
to thase killed by the bombing and the later tank warfare, many were drowned when in 
their panic they sought to flee by way of Lake Manzala in overcrowded fish!ng boats. 
However, many did escape, either on foot or by way of the lake. They streamed out of 
Port Said, from many of the villages adjacent to the city and the Canal, and some 7,000 
from Sinai found refuge in East Kantara. The great majority of them are now In the 
towns and villages of the Delta.” 

Emergency relief for war vieiims 
The Emergency Committee For Relief To Egyptian War Victims had by mid- 
December distributed to Egypt by plane and ship over 2,000 pounds of relief supplies 
worth a quarter of a million dollars, Mr. Stevenson revealed. 

American contributions of clean clothing and bedding, he said, should be sent to 
any one of the following addresses: American Middle East Relief Warehouse, 2331 
12th Avenue at 133rd Street, New York 27, NY ; Brethren Service Commission, New 
Windsor, Maryland ; Catholic Relief Services, Eastchester Rd. at Haswell St., Bronx 61, 
NY ; Church World Service Center, New Windsor, Maryland. 

No national organisation for Egyptian relief has been established in Britain, but 
contributioas sent to George Wigg, MP, at the House of Commons, S.W.l, or to Inter- 
Church Aid, 10 Eaton Gate, London, S.W.l, will be transferred to Christian relief 
agencies for use in Egypt. With few exceptions the British press has refused to publish 
an appeal from George Wigg, MP. , . . ^ ^ 

Dr. Edith Summerskill, Labour MP now visiting Egypt, said in Cairo on Monday, 
^ I was shocked by what I saw and learned in Port Said.” She said she was convinced 
that what she had feared has been confirmed. “But I’ll elaborate on that in London.” 

IVew Prime Minister's verdict on Suez 
“ . . . nothing will persuade us that our action was not justified and timely.”—Mr. 
Macmillan, spring as Chancellor of the Exchequer, December 6 , 1956 . 


I March with 

DONALD SOPER 

I Sunday, January 27 7.30 p.m. 

1 ASSEMBLE OUTSIDE 

I KINGSWAY hall, LONDON W.C.2. 

I OPEN AIR MEETING 

I MANETTE STREET (Charing Cross Road) 8.30 pm 

I STANDING JOINT PACIFIST COMMITTEE j 

........... 


sovereign Constituent Assembly, based on 
universal suffrage, without distinction of race 

or religion. , , . . ui 

“ 3) The appointment by this Assembly ot 
a sovereign Algerian Government, em¬ 
powered to negotiate with France ana to 
reach decisions affecting the relations be¬ 
tween the two States.” xt . i 

The Secretary . General of the National 
Algerian Movement will be at the Umtea 
Nations during the debate on Algena. 

M. Mohammed Saadoun told Peace News 
that the first thing to be brought about in 
Algeria must be a cease-fire, and that the 
above terms were necessary if a cease-hre 
were to mean genuine peace. 

French repression 

He recalled that Algeria had been ru'ed by 
France since 1830. Until November 1, 1954 
the NAM had conducted the struggle for tree- 
dom by peaceful methods, by political action, 
passive resistance, strikes and hunger strikes 
by Messali Hadj and others. 

In December, 1956, 40 imprisoned Algerians 
undertook a 17 day hunger strike. 

Each time the Algerians had tried peaceful 
methods, and each time Hadj had offer^ 
posals for a peaceful solution, the rrenen' 
answer had been a strengthening of their re¬ 
pression- r , 1 * 

In 1945, for example, a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion with posters, etc., at Setif et 
been attacked by French forces and 40,UUU 
persons were shot in the streets. , , , 

It was thus reluctantly after they had be¬ 
come convinced there was no other way that 
the Algerians had resorted to reliance on an 
armed struggle to oust the French occupation 
of their country. ^ ' 

The Political Bureau of the NAM in the 
Declaration has stated that the present struggle 
” is a struggle for political, economic and social 
liberation ” and that ” This ^med struggle has 
been imposed on the Algerian people by the 
policy of brute force and bloody repression of 
all successive French governments since 1830. 

The Declaration expressed the conviction 
that as their national sovereignty had been lost 
“as the result of an act of aggression the 
Algerian people had “ the natural right to re¬ 
cover it, in conformity with the pringiples of 
the United Nations Charter.” 

Mediation offers 

The Bureau pointed out that despite the 
presence of 650,000 French troops 
modern equipment transferred from ibe French 
element of NATO ” and “ over 300,000 dead 
and 125,000 patriots in prison,” the Algerian 
people with the support of the National Liberal^ 
tion Army still successfuly defied France and 
were determined to continue their struggle. 

They pointed out that “ A political settlement 
of the Algerian problem can no longer be 
reached by a unilateral decision of the French 
Government.” 

“ All the offers of mediation . . . aimed at 
seeking a peaceful settlement, have been 
ignored by the French Government.” 

* ON BACK PAGE 


Speaking'for tne Keace rieage union, oyou 
Morrison told Peace .News on Tuesday that she 
hoped every PPU member would do at least 
one of three things: 

Bring a non-pacifist sympathiser to Join in 
the march in London ; 

If living in the provinces arrange for a 
smaller march or poster parade in their home 
town at the same time as the London march, 
even if only five or six people could be 
gathered together for the first demonstration ; 

Write letters to the Press for publication 
on the Friday before the marches calling for 
Britain to give the world a lead by disarming. 
Quaker peace posters and Peace Pledge 
Union posters will be used on the marches. 

Those organising demonstrations in the 
provinces may obtain the Quaker peace posters 
from Northern Friends Peace Board, Clifford 
Street, York (6d. post free), and Peace Pledge 
Union posters from the PPU, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.l, who will supply them 
free to members of any of the pacifist bodies 
organising demonstrations. 

Dr. Soper met with leaders of the British 
pacifist organisations last week to discuss details 
of the campaign. 


See also editorial “ Open Skies ”, and 
“The Ch^lenge of Disarmament” — 
page two. 


South Africa 

IS NON-VIOLENCE 
TREASON ? 

D OCUMENTS seized by the police and 
brought as evidence by the prosecution in 
the South African treason inquiry stress ^e 
need for non-violence in freeing South Africa 
from race discrimination. 

At the seventh session of the Court on 
January 14, a detective handed in the 370th 
document, a Press statement issued by the 
Natal Action Committee of the Congress of 
the People. 

The document stated, according to The 
Times, that two cardinal points had been 
emphasised by the leadership. 

These were that non-violence was the basis 
of all campaigns and that there was to be no 
hatred towards the white man. Anybody who 
spoke of violence, or engaged in it, was an 
enemy of the people. 

“ Even if we are provoked, then, too, there 
must be no violence on our part, for those who 
engage in violence will be harming our cause.” 

At an earlier hearing, on January 9, a 
Defence Counsel, Mr. V. C. Berrange, said they 
would contend that the treason inquiry arose 
from a political plot similar to the Reichstag 
fire trial. 

Addressing the Court, he said: 

“ We will endeavour to show that what is on 

□ ON BACK PAGE 
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Open Skies 

United States Information Service’s Exhibition being held in 
London is an attempt to convince visitors of the practicability 
of President Eisenhower’s “ Open Skies ” proposal. 

He has proposed that the United States and Russia inspect each other’s 
territory in this way as a step towards disarmament. 

Leaders of powerful countries invariably hit upon proposals for the 
leduction of armaments that look more attractive to themselves than those 
whom they ask to endorse them. There may be no conscious insincerity 
ill this ; they may genuinely desire arms reduction. 

But as they are concerned with the reduction of arms, and not their 
complete abandonment, they are naturally inclined to see to it that the 
reduction does not work out to their military disadvantage, and are more 
likely to pay attention to what the reduction will leave them with, rather 
than what wiU be scrapped. 

If pos^sible, they would even like to be in a position of military 
advantage after the reduction. Those to whom the proposals are made 
also view the matter in the same light from their own position. 


★ ir 


T^HE result is that it is very difficult to have successful negotia¬ 
tions on arms reduction, and disarmament negotiations may 
even worsen rather than improve international relationships. 

At the 1932 World Dis'Jirmament Conference, Britain proposed the 
complete abolition of submarines. It was urged that this was a particularly 
inhiunan method of destruction. It was apparent to all, however, that 
Britain as an Island depending on sea-routes for raw materials and food 
would thus gain a great deal more than other nations. 

A few years ago when Russia had no atomic bombs, she insisted on 
the banning of atomic bombs before general disarmament could be dealt 
with. This would have been to her military advantage. After Russia had 
atomic and hydrogen bombs, however, the approach of the two Great 
Powers at the "" summit ” meetings of 1955 was quite different. 


★ ★ 


(CONCERNING the “ Open Skies ” proposal, it should be remem¬ 
bered that mutual inspection for peace can also be mutual 
inspection for war, and the US Government stands to gain a great 
deal more than the Russian Government by the adoption of this 
plan. 


Tile Russian Government already knows much more about US mili¬ 
tary preparations than the US Government knows about Russian military 
preparations, due to greater freedom in the US than in Russia. 

As long as suppression of freedoms exists in the Soviet Union, its 
Government is not to be expected to throw away the incidental advantages 
of increased military secrecy it gains from such suppression. If it were 
to accept the “ Open Skies ” plan, these military advantages would be lost. 

Observe what happens when Russia submits its own open skies ” 
proposal: it is ready to accept the principle as applied to an area 500 
miles to the east and west of the division through Germany. 

This would place none of Russia under examination, nor the US. 





fl^HOSE who value for Britain, not 
its “ power ” or its tradition of 
imperialist expansion, but its good 
name among the peoples of the world 
have hoped for a change of Govern¬ 
ment as an indication of a national 
sense of moral outrage at what was 
done in its name in Egypt and the 
meetings of UN ; as a first step to¬ 
wards putting itself right with world 
opinion by a clear indication that 
there was a spirit of repentance and 
a declaration that no similar course 
should be followed in the future. 


abhorrence felt by so many of the 
people of this country at what was 
being done in the name of Britain 
shall be registered in political 
changes ; and judged from this stand¬ 
point the Labour Party comes out of 
the events with which 1956 came to 
its close very well indeed. 


ment of this country because of what 
has been done in Egypt ; and doubt¬ 
less the campaign will be given a 
much more miscellaneous basis. 


Honours 


These cannot find any satisfaction 
in the change of Government that 
has taken place. It implies no 
acceptance that there has been wrong¬ 
doing and a need to make amends ; 
from this standpoint Sir Anthony 
Eden might just as well have 
remained in the leadership. 


T3EFORE we leave this subject 
there is one further comment we 
would make. In the New Year 
honours Sir Pierson Dixon, Per¬ 
manent United Kingdom representa¬ 
tive to the United Nations received 
the GCMG. 


It was to Sir Pierson Dixon that 
fell the painful and embairassing job 
of pursuing the disreputable line of 
Sir Anthony Eden’s Government in 
the United Nations which was a 


It cannot succeed in its declared 
object, however, and the Communist 
Party leaders know this. Its real 
object is quite different. 

It is to associate as many people 
as, through their good intentions, can 
be induced to go with it, with the 
Party whose Russian counterpart has 
been responsible for the Hungarian 
crime; it is the first step towards 
securing public acquiescence in that 
crime and public forgetfulness of the 
terrible indictment of the con- 
sequences of Communist principles 
that the Hungarian crime represents. 

Nobody should respond to this call 
to lobby who holds that the Russian 
action in Hungary should be con¬ 
demned. 


In regard to the new Prime 
Minister we cannot do better than 
quote the Observer, which comments: 
“ He must have realised that, to use 
force, we should have to employ 
international deception on a large 
scale. It shows where we have 
travelled that an honourable man 
such as Harold Macmillan should 
have believed that Britain would not 
be dishonoured by such tricks, that 
indeed her honour required their 


'HiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiHiiiiiiii' 


French opposition 


Britain 


Communists 


Togoland 
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necessary part of his policy for the 
invasion of Egypt. 


That Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, who had 
equal responsibility with Sir Anthony 
Eden, both in the Cabinet and in 
public activities, for the aggression 
in Egypt and for the attempts to per¬ 
sist in it despite UN condemnation 
remains at the Foreign Office, 
emphasises that fact that no kind of 
reformation in outlook is indicated 
by the new Government. 


Sir Pierson found it possible to act 
obediently on that policy in the face 
of the general distaste that was shown 
with regard to it by practically all 
those he had to meet in the Security 
Council and the Assembly. 


The change 
needed 


As Sir Pierson was already KCMG 
the award of GCMG was little 
enough in all conscience. Possibly 
something more substantial is to 
come along later. 


A REALLY satisfactory change as 
an endeavour to bring Britain 
before the world again with cleaner 
hands required that there should 
either be a reconstruction which both 
set aside the principles and provided 


It is to be presumed that Sir Pier¬ 
son’s Hungarian counterpart, who had 
equally unsavoury work to do, has 
also been honoured by those he rep¬ 
resents. Apart from the Kadar 
Government something should be 
forthcoming also from the Kremlin. 
Perhaps one of the Stalin awards 
would be most appronriate. 


t^HE illiberalism of French govern¬ 
ing circles, of whatever political 
label, in regard to questions of 
colonial liberation is manifested 
equally in regard to the smaller prob¬ 
lem of the trust territory of Togoland 
as in the more tragic cases of Indo 
China and Algeria, where the French 
attenipts to cover an outdated sup¬ 
pressive colonialism with a new set 
of euphemisms for imperialist 
methods, have led to so much frustra¬ 
tion and wanton slaughter. 

The former German colony of 
Togoland was divided into two trust 
territories, the French sphere (the 
East) having a population of some¬ 
thing over a million and the British 
(the West) having a population 
approaching four hundred thousand. 

Where, in the administration of 
their mandate, the British agreed to 
the holding of a UN controlled 
plebiscite to settle whether the in¬ 
habitants of West Togoland desired 
to be associated with the newly inde¬ 
pendent Gold Coast (Ghana) the 
French put up their usual plan of 
giving the population of East Togo¬ 
land a useless representation in the 
French Chamber in return for the 
retention in French hands of all the 
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than what will be scrapped. 

if possible, they would even like to be in a position of military 
advantage after the reduction. Those to whom the proposals are made 
also view the matter in the same light from their own position. 

ic ★ 

^FHE result is that it is very difficult to have successful negotia¬ 
tions on arms reduction, and disarmament negotiations may 
even worsen rather than improve international relationships* 

At the 1932 World Disarmament Conference, Britain proposed the 
complete abolition of submarines. It was urged that this was a particularly 
inhuman method of destruction. It was apparent to all, however, that 
Britain as an Island depending on sea-routes for raw materials and food 
would thus gain a great deal more than other nations. 

A few years ago when Russia had no atomic bombs, she insisted on 
the banning of atomic bombs before general disarmament could be dealt 
with This would have been to her military advantage. After Russia had 
atomic anti hydrogen bombs, however, the approach of the two Great 
Powers at the summit” meetings of 1955 was quite different. 

★ ★ 

(CONCERNING the “ Open Skies ” proposal, it should be remem- 
bered that mutual inspection for peace can also be mutual 
inspection for war, and the US Government stands to gain a great 
deal more than the Russian Government by the adoption of this 
plan. 

Tlie Russian Government already knows much more about US mili¬ 
tary preparations than the US Government knows about Russian military 
preparations, due to greater freedom in the US than in Russia. 

As long as suppression of freedoms exists in the Soviet Union, its 
Government is not to be expected to throw away the incidental advantages 
of increased military secrecy it gains from such suppression. If it were 
to accept the “ Open Skies ” plan, these military advantages would be lost. 

Observe what happens when Russia submits its own o<pen skies ” 
proposal: it is ready to accept the principle iis applied to an area 500 
miles to the east and west of the division through Germany. 

This would place none of Russia under examination, nor the US. 
A different set of nations would have to agree to the plan and all the 
arrangements in the NATO forward area would be open to thorough 
examination in return for the much smaller military advantage of the 
right of examination of the East European satellite States. 

★ ★ 

such approaches as the “ Open Skies ” plan are contrived 
so they will work out to the disadvantage of the other fellow* 
This is the way that all attempts to scale down armaments have been 
made in the very period in which they have reached their present giant 
dimeasions. Today, however, conditioas are not the same as those in 
which earlier such proposals have been made with their inevitable sequels 
of failure, mounting arms, and war. 

We are living at a time in which a new war will end all our hopes, 
in which no agreed mere modification of arms programmes will remove 
the threat of common destrucrion through atomic warfare. 

All approaches to arms reduction by agreement mean that the ultimate 
reliance is still placed on arms in which we know today we cannot trust 
for our siifety. 

We shall have to try placing our trust in something else. It may work 
if we try placing oiw trust in each other, removing the threat to ourselves 
by renouncing our armaments, the source of the fears of those who feel they 
must maintain their arms which in turn cause us to fear them. 

The right approach to the disarmament problem today is the unilateral 
approach—disarmament by example. 


These cannot find any satisfaction 
in the change of Government that 
has taken place. It implies no 
acceptance that there has been wrong¬ 
doing and a need to make amends ; 
from this standpoint Sir Anthony 
Eden might just as well have 
remained in the leadership. 

In regard to the new Prime 
Minister we cannot do better than 
quote the Observer, which comments: 
“ He must have realised that, to use 
force, we should have to employ 
international deception on a large 
scale. It shows where we have 
travelled that an honourable man 
such as Harold Macmillan should 
have believed that Britain would not 
be dishonoured by such tricks, that 
indeed her honour required their 
use.” 

That Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, who had 
equal responsibility with Sir Anthony 
Eden, both in the Cabinet and in 
public activities, for the aggression 
in Egypt and for the attempts to per¬ 
sist in it despite UN condemnation 
remains at the Foreign Office, 
emphasises that fact that no kind of 
reformation in outlook is indicated 
by the new Government, 

The change 
needed 

A REALLY satisfactory change as 
an endeavour to bring Britain 
before the world again with cleaner 
hands required that there should 
either be a reconstruction which both 
set aside the principles and provided 
a clear repudiation of the “ Suez 
Group ” in Parliament, or, better still, 
a General Election following the re¬ 
placement of the Conservative 
Government by one formed from the 
Opposition Party. 

In commenting thus we must make 
it clear that we have no more faith 
in the ultimate efficacy of Labour 
Party policy in the achievement of a 
peaceful world than we have in the 
more old-fashioned militaristic con¬ 
ceptions of the Conservatives. 

We believe that the policies of 
both Parties will bring us to disaster 
and that a much more radical 
approach is required than either is 
prepared to make : and that such an 
approach will no more seek to equate 
the realities of today with those of 
the first half of the present century 
than they will with those of the 19th 
Century. 

All we are concerned with in the 
present situation is that the moral 


The challetu/e of disarmament 


rriHE Tory Government of Britain 
^ deserves to be congratulated for 
u^vina i-xI Healed themsclves so 


By ALOKANANDA MAHABHARATI 

President, Arunachal Mission 


The supreme issue now before 
mankind is the total abolition of all 
armaments. If men will not have the 


the GCMG. 






It was to Sir Pierson Dixon that 
fell the painful and embarrassing job 
of pursuing the disreputable line of 
Sir Anthony Eden’s Government in 
the United Nations which was a 
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necessary part of his policy for the 
invasion of Egypt. 


Sir Pierson found it possible to act 
obediently on that policy in the face 
of the general distaste that was shown 
with regard to it by practically all 
those he had to meet in the Security 
Council and the Assembly. 


As Sir Pierson was already KCMG 
the award of GCMG was little 
enough in all conscience. Possibly 
something more substantial is to 
come along later. 


It is to be presumed that Sir Pier¬ 
son’s Hungarian counterpart, who had 
equally unsavoury work to do, has 
also been honoured by those he rep¬ 
resents. Apart from Ihe Kadar 
Government something should be 
forthcoming also from the Kremlin. 
Perhaps one of the Stalin awards 
would be most appropriate. 


Lobbying 


FT 


)M what we have said, it will 
be evident that we shall be glad 
to see the present Government 
depart. Nevertheless wc hope that 
those who are not Communists, or 
such as have resolved to accept Com¬ 
munist direction, will not respond to 
the call that is being made by the 
Communist Party and the Daily 
Worker for a day of Parliamentary 
lobbying with the demand for a 
General Election. 


Until the British Communist Party 
has clearly condemned the action of 
the Russian Government in Hungary 
it is in no situation to call for the 
resignation of the present Govern- 


that the Hungarian crime represents. 

Nobody should respond to this call 
to lobby who holds that the Russian 
action in Hungary should be con¬ 
demned. 


French opposition 


rpHE illiberalism of French govern¬ 
ing circles, of whatever political 
label, in regard to questions of 
colonial liberation is manifested 
equally in regard to the smaller prob¬ 
lem of the trust territory of Togoland 
as in the more tragic cases of Indo 
China and Algeria, where the French 
attempts to cover an outdated sup¬ 
pressive colonialism with a new set 
of euphemisms for imperialist 
methods, have led to so much frustra¬ 
tion and wanton slaughter. 

The former German colony of 
Togoland was divided into two trust 
territories, the French sphere (the 
East) having a population of some¬ 
thing over a million and the British 
(the West) having a population 
approaching four hundred thousand. 

Where, in the administration of 
their mandate, the British agreed to 
the holding of a UN controlled 
plebiscite to settle whether the in¬ 
habitants of West Togoland desired 
to be associated with the newly inde¬ 
pendent Gold Coast (Ghana) the 
French put up their usual plan of 
giving the population of East Togo¬ 
land a useless representation in the 
French Chamber in return for the 
retention in French hands of all the 
more important aspects of policy. 

The United Nations Trusteeship 
Council was last year invited to super¬ 
vise a plebiscite on this basis. The 
proposal was, however, rejected bv 
the Council. 

The territory was subsequently de¬ 
clared a Republic within the French 
Union and a Government appointed 
with the limited powers that were 
acceptable to France. 

That there can be no finality about 
this action is made evident by the 
Finance Minister, Mr. Gbedemah 
who IS now calling for a plebiscite to 
decide whether the people of East 
Togoland wish to become part of 
Ghana or remain in association with 
the French Union. It has already 
been indicated that the French 
Government will oppose such a move. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Peace hath her D.S.C*s 


rx is good to learn that a Peace 
News contributor has been given 
the Distinguished Service Cross ; 
better still to learn that the DSC in 
question is not a military decoration. 

From the current issue of The 
World’s Children, journal of the 


(The Society of Friends), Mennonitej 
(The Mennonite Church), and Breth¬ 
ren (The Church of the Brethren). 

The three are the subject of an in¬ 
formative article by Colin Fawcett ir 
^e current issue of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation’s News¬ 
letter (December, 1956, Is. from 18^ 










examiniition in return for flic iniKh smaller inilitary advantage of the 
right of examination of the East European satellite States. 

★ ★ 

^LL such approaches as the ‘‘Open Skies” plan are contrived 
so they will work out to the disadvantage of the other fellow. 

This is the way that all attempts to scale down armaments have been 
made in the very period in which they have reached their present giant 
dimensions. Today, however, conditions are not the same as those in 
which earlier such proposals have been made with their inevitable sequels 
of failure, mounting arms, and war. 

We are living at a time in which a new war will end all our hopes, 
in which no agreed mere modification of arms programmes will remove 
the threat of common destruction through atomic warfare. 

All approaches to arms reduction by agreement mean that the ultiiiiate 
reliance is still placed on arms in which we know today we cannot trust 
for our safety. 

We shall have to try placing our trust in something else. It may work 
if we try placing our trust in each other, removing the threat to ourselves 
by renouncing our armaments, the source of the fears of those who feel they 
must maintain their arms which in turn cause us to fear them. 

The right approach to the disarmament problem today is the unilateral 
approach—disarmament by example. 


Cjroup in Parliament, or, better still, 
a General Election following the re¬ 
placement of the Conservative 
Government by one formed from the 
Opposition Party. 

In commenting thus we must make 
it clear that we have no more faith 
in the ultimate efficacy of Labour 
Party policy in the achievement of a 
peaceful world than we have in the 
more old-fashioned militaristic con¬ 
ceptions of the Conservatives. 

We believe that the policies of 
both Parties will bring us to disaster 
and that a much more radical 
approach is required than either is 
prepared to make : and that such an 
approach will no more seek to equate 
the realities of today with those of 
the first half of the present century 
than they will with those of the 19th 
Century. 

All we are concerned with in the 
present situation is that the moral 


Ttw challenge of disarmament 


irjlHE Tory Government of Britain 
deserves to be congratulated for 
having extricated themselves so 
quickly from the highly immoral 
position in which, in the old imperial¬ 
istic tradition, they got themselves in¬ 
volved in Egypt. 

The withdrawal from Suez has not 
been under the pressure of any oppos¬ 
ing military force. Franco-British 
Forces retreated under the moral 
compulsion of world opinion, as re¬ 
flected by UN action, America’s dis¬ 
sociation from this flagrant breach of 
UN principles, and India’s strong 
protest against it. 

Half the people of Britain also pro¬ 
tested against it. 

The long history of colonial expan¬ 
sion does not afford a second such 
instance where a great military power 
has so readily withdrawn from its 
position of vantage. 

VICTORY 

It is a victory for morality and 
righteousness, a positive and hearten¬ 
ing proof of the beginning of a new 
era of morality and righteousness in 
international affairs, where all was 
chaos before. 

It is a defeat and set-back for force 
and violence which has for so long 
held sway over the world. 

One cannot at the same time fail to 
see the difference in the actions of 
the Tory Government of Britain and 
that of the Communist rulers of 
Russia in Hungary. Whereas the 
former have readily obeyed the call 
of morality and righteousness, 


By ALOKANANDA MAHABHARATI 

President, Arunacbal Mission 
Calcutta, India 

the latter have flouted it and continue 
to do so. 

These two events should open the 
eyes of every man and woman and 
cause every peace worker to think 
deeply. 

Two things stand out pro¬ 
minently ; Firstly, world public 
opinion—moral force—is today a 
fact and reality, vigorous and ar^ 
ticiilate, and a power to reckon 
with. 

Everyone of us has to condemn 
wrong wherever and by whomsoever 
it is committed, in a suitable non¬ 
violent way. 

There can be no compromise with 
evil. Only, we must be careful that 
to cure one evil we do not commit 
another. 

Secondly, the clear moral lesson 
of the Suez and Hungary incidents 
is that armaments are the greatest 
evil and danger to the life of the 
human race, their peace, progress, 
freedom, and happiness. 

Armaments perpetuate the reign of 
force and violence, hold down the 
human race to an immoral system. 
The reign of morality cannot properly 
begin till the reign of force and 
violence ends. 

How long will the human soul 
tolerate the reign of tanks, armoured 
cars, machine guns, bombers, sub¬ 
marines, etc.? The human spirit can¬ 
not get its release till the immoral 
rule of these infernal weapons ends. 


The supreme issue now before 
mankind is the total abolition of all 
armaments. If men will not have the 
good sense to do this, armaments will 
end all life on earth. 

This is a matter which can no 
longer be left in the hands of 
Governments, of a few statesmen and 
politicians, who cannot think ouside 
of the old rut. The last ten years’ 
history is a history of their utter 
failure, lack of vision, imagination 
and clear common sense. Their souls 
are caged and confined within an im¬ 
moral system. They are helpless. 

WRONG 

They make proposals and counter¬ 
proposals which do not satisfy moral 
conditions. For ten long years they 
have played at world disarmament. 
They have talked endlessly. 

World disarmament—full, complete, 
total—is now the greatest problem of 
life on earth. 

Its solution has eluded the grasp 
of statesmen and politicians because 
their whole approach to the prob¬ 
lem was wrong. They started with 
the very wrong notion that world 
disarmament could be effected by 
stages, through a gradual process 
of reduction. 

This seems plausible enough. But 
it is a moral fallacy, an utter 
absurdity. Part of evil is evil all the 
same. Either you reject evil alto¬ 
gether or you do not. 

It cannot be a world partly ruled 
by force and violence and partly by 
morality and righteousness. The two 
will not mix. 

• ON PAGE FIVE 


Lobbying 


JpROM what we have said, it will 
be evident that we shall be glad 
to see the present Government 
depart. Nevertheless we hope that 
those who are not Communists, or 
such as have resolved to accept Com¬ 
munist direction, will not respond to 
the call that is being made by the 
Communist Party and the Daily 
Worker for a day of Parliamentary 
lobbying with the demand for a 
General Election. 

Until the British Communist Party 
has clearly condemned the action of 
the Russian Government in Hungary 
it is in no situation to call for the 
resignation of the present Govern- 
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vise a plebiscite on this basis The 
proposal was, however, rejected bv 
the Council. ^ 

The territory was subsequently de¬ 
clared a Republic within the French 
Union and a Government appointed 
with the limited powers that were 
acceptable to France. 

That there can be no finality about 
mis action is made evident by the 
Finance Minister, Mr. Gbedemah 
who IS now calling for a plebiscite to 
decide whether the people of East 
1 ogoland wish to become part of 
Ghana or remain in association with 
the French Union. It has already 
been indicated that the French 
_Government will oppose such a move. 

From the Editor’s Notebook 

Peace hath her D.S.C.S (The Society of Friends), Mennonites 

TT is good to learn that a Peace Church), and Breth- 

-^News contributor has been given Church of the Brethren), 

the Distinguished Service Cross ; ^ ^^ree are the subject of an in- 
better still to learn that the DSC in normative article by Colin Fawcett in 
question is not a military decoration, me current issue of the International 

From the current issue of '^The f^fiowship of Reconciliation’s News- 
World’s Children, journal of the (December, 1956, Is. from 185 

Save The Children Fund, I see that Inn Road, London, W.C.l). 

the award was made to Miss Mosa . If is only since 1949 that co-onera- 
Anderson by Lady Mountbatten at ' 

the annual meeting of the SCF. 

Full title of the award is the Dis- ___ 

tinguished Service Cross of the 800,000 members. 

International Union for Child Wel¬ 
fare. 

Mosa Anderson, who has written 
for us on Race Relations, has been 


tion between the three bodies" has 
been organised on a world scale 
Between them they have about 


Anonymous Idea 

LETTER received from overseas 

working'witysCF^kic^'r^ for iMs‘®rirborcopS‘’urgeTThaJ 

n “ since no country is cWipletely fL 

of belligerent military spokesmen,” 
Alone and unharmed there should be a UN broadcasting 

X mothpo X, every country of the world. 

^rwiHER DSC went to Nurse Although it is a rule that we do 
Hawkins, who, before going out publish anonymous letters in 
to Kor^ for the Fund, worked and Peace News, I think this is an idea 
lived with Arab refugees in a camp which deserves publicity 
in Lebanon from 1950-52 ^ 

The 2,000 Arabs with whom she '■®''*'®spondent wanted 
lived were existing in ragged old ,TOHN P. HERRING, of 39 College 
tents. Her own tent was furnished ^ Place, Oberlin, Ohio USA 
with a few sticks made from orange would like to correspond with indi- 
1 j . viduals in Europe. He reads 

6he worked there alone and un- European and Slavic languages He 
harmed at a time when other Euro- took a Ph.D, in Educational Psv- 
peans were being stoned,” I learnt chology at Columbia University in 
from a profile by Peter Blachford in 1924, and is married with children 
the same issue of The World’s 
Children. 

Mary Hawkins is now working 
with Hungarian refugees. 

Peace Churches 


l^HE Historic Peace Churches,” is 
the collective name now given 
to the three uncompromisingly paci¬ 
fist churches whose members are 
known to peace workers as Quakers 


HELP US 


SPEAKERS at meetings can help 
us by mentioning PEACE 
NEWS as often as possible. So 
can delegates, chairmen, secre¬ 
taries and others at meetings of 
political groups, trade union 
branches and other bodies. 












Kirilo Japhet, a Tanganyikan African leader, urges: 

A SECOND LOOK AT 
CAPRICORN 

We here present a penetrating examination of the Capricorn Society by Mr. N. 

Kirilo Japhet, a Tanganyikan farmer who helped to organise the Tanganyika African 
National Union. 

He has studied at Marangu Teachers* Training School and at San Jose College, 
California. He has served as a government medical assistant, and is an active layman 
in the Lutheran Church of North Tanganyika. 

In 1952 he testified in New York City before the United Nations Trusteeship 
Committee. In Tanganyika there is no firmly established and legally binding colour 
bar, as exists in much of the rest of East, Central and South Africa. 

Mr. Japhet’s article originally appeared in Manas, a weekly journal of indepen¬ 
dent inquiry published in Los Angeles, California. A Second Look at Capricorn will 
appear in three instalments. 

OF. late considerable laudatory attention has been given the Capricorn Africa 
Society in overseas Press, books and comment. The gist of it all is that here 
is a brilliant, Christian, brotherly plan that means the salvation of Africa from 
either apartheid folly or black fanaticism, from foreign exploitation and stagnant 
poverty. 


Seven lies 
over Suez 

By FRANK ALLAUN, M.P. 

Reproduced from his pamphlet. The 
Cost of Suez, published recently by the 
Union of Democratic Control, 6d. (Ob¬ 
tainable from Housman’s Bookshop, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. Hd. post 
free.) 

LIE No. 1. Do you remember, for in¬ 
stance how we were told by the Govern¬ 
ment at the beginning of August that 
British servicemen had been mobilised 
“ to defend the lives of our nationals in 
EgyptV’ What humbug! That mobilisa¬ 
tion was intended for the use to which it 
was later put—to invade Egypt. Not one 
British national had been interfered with at 
that time. 

LIE No. 2. Our action was aimed at 
“ securing free passage through the Canal ”. 
But ships were sailing freely, until we in¬ 
tervened, despite our bribes lo the former 
pilots to leave! 

LIE No. 3. On the very eve of the invasion 
the British Government led Eisenhower to 
believe that a settlement of the Canal prob¬ 
lem was imminent. Yet detailed military 
plans were being worked out. 

LIE No. 4. Do you remember another lie : 
that our forces were being sent in “ to 
separate the contestants, the Egyptians and 
the Israelis ”. The facts were (a) the British 
troops did not go in between the com¬ 
batants, but 100 miles behind the Egyptian 
front line; (b) before our ground forces 
landed, Israel had already ceased fire ; and 
(c) according to President Eisenhower, Eden 
and Mollet had to be held back from war 
in August—long before the Israeli-Arab 
flare-up. 

LIE No. 5. Now for the big lie on which 
the Sunday newspapers really went to town : 
that the “ police action ” was taken to foil 
a Russian plot to wipe out Israel. This was 
the defence of the Rt. Hon. Peter Thorney- 
croft. President of the Board of Trade, eight 
days ’ after the war was unleashed, rather 
late in the day you may think. His 
evidence? The “ discovery ” that Russia 
had sent £150 millions worth of arms. 

But the Government and the world knew 
of this way back in September 1955, the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs has 
since admitted. Mr. Thorneycroft “ forgot ” 
to mention the millions of pounds of 
British arms sold to Egypt in the last five 
years, including Centurion tanks and the 
latest aircraft. (How many British lads were 
hit by British manufactured arms?) If this 
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Directly, or by implication, any who would 
doubt its virtues or oppose its programme are 
relegated to the ranks of irresponsible 
nationalists or racial bigots. It is sobering to 
see the parade of big names marshalled in 
advocacy of Capricorn, including an eminent 
humanitarian like Alan Paton, a churchman 
like Dr. J. H. Oldham, an author like Laurens 
van der Post, none of whom live in East 
Africa. 

Many of us who have founded the Tan¬ 
ganyika African National Union (TANU) are 
committed Christians who are tired of waiting 
for others to bring our people the practice of 
dcm.ocracy and brotherhood which they preach. 

At first we viewed Capricorn with an 
interest which has turned to doubt and now 
dismay and resolute opposition. We must 
tell the other side of the story which the 
eminent admirers of Capricorn in other 
lands either do not understand or do not 
tell. 

The Capricorn Contract adopted at Salima, 
Nyassaland in June, 1956, can, with its five 
implementing Provisions and Appendix, be 
obtained from the London Office of the Capri¬ 
corn Society [42 Cheval Place, London, S.W.7]. 

This is the proposal for which the Tangan¬ 
yika National Society (the local organisation of 
Capricorn) is attempting to enlist “an irresis¬ 
tible weight of multi-racial opinion “in the UN 
Trust territory, and which, in the form of 
“ Capricorn Citizenship Bills,” it says it will 
introduce for acceptance in the Legislative 
Council. 

Voters’ qualifications 


longs to all the people whom it rules, not tc 
a minority, however elite or wealthy or 
educated. 

Under the Contract’s franchise Provision, 
most adult Europeans would qualify in many 
ways for many votes. Only one or two per 
cent of African men or women now living in 
Tanganyika could reasonably hope to get any 
vote in their lifetime! Almost every European 
would be given not only one but up to six 
votes—only two years after arriving from over¬ 
seas. 

A few thousand European residents would 
thus have no difficulty in perpetuating their 
domination in the Legislative Council over 
8,000,000 Tanganyikans. 

Under the present Parity Principle, intro¬ 
duced by his Excellency, Governor Sir Edward 
Twining, w'e have already progressed far be¬ 
yond these Capricorn “ improvements.” 

Capricorn equality ” 

Could HM Government in London condone 
this Capricorn scheme for reversion to unfair 
representation which it has not allowed in any 
other colonial area ? Could the Trusteeship 
Council and the Fourth Committee of the UN 
General Assembly permit such unusual 
manipulation of affairs under their Trustee¬ 
ship ? 

A closer look at the Appendix to the 
Contract (which is included in it by the 
signatories) finds suggested as voting qualifica¬ 
tions honorary offices, titles and military ranks 
of British custom which few if any Africans 
hold or hope to attain. 

The income and production qualifications fit 

onlv a verv few Africans beca lisn tbnv niM'tniii 
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War resisters plan 
world conferences 

'PUE 1957 Triennial Conference of the 
War Resisters’ International to be 
leld from July 15 to 20, at the Froebel 
fnstitute, Roehampton, London, will be a 
discussion type conference dealing with 
-he problems of how WRT sections can 
unction most e'^ectively in their respec- 
ive circumstances. 

The 1960 Triennial Conference will he i-ekl 
1 India. These decisions were announce I pf er 
meeting of the WRI In*ernafional Council in 
ologne, Germany, at the end of Decern’ e 

, “There has never been a Triennial "^on- 
^?rence ou'side Europe,” Arlo Ta um. ( ener^^ 
'scre^ary of the WRI told Peace News on hi- 
c urn from Germany. 

"•'We a e looking forwa d to ocjr fi st c n- 
terence where adequate representation om 
such WRI Sections as those in Is aeh Indo- 
nesia, Japan, Australia and India itself v/il! 
he possible. 


eience where the white people were in a 
■nmority as they are in the world.” 

By holding the 1960 conference in India, 
he said, they hoped to make the WRI “more 
truly international.” 


The WRI, he said, was the only pacifist 
^up that could work effectively in non- 
Lhristian countries, and (he emphasis which 
itie 1960 plans represented was an effort to 
more adequately meet this responsibility. 

It IS hojped that all sections of the WRI 
will be able to collect sufficient funds in the 
next three years to send at least one delegate 
to the conference m India. Hospitality will be 
provided free. 




an encouraging report was given of “ Prisoners 
mr Peace Day,” and it was agreed that 
December 1 should be kept for its annual 
observance in the future. 


Failure of violence 


The Council unanimously adopted the fol¬ 
lowing manifesto: 

The Council of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, meeting in Germany at the close of 
1956 and reviewing recent events, has noted 
that the past year has provided further irrefut¬ 
able evidence of the failure of armed force to 
achieve its ends, whether in the liberation or 
^pression of colonial peoples, as in North 
Afnca and Cyprus, the protection of national 
interests, as in the Near East, or the achieve¬ 
ment or repression of political freedom, as in 









“ securing free passage through the Canal . 
But ships were sailing freely, until we in¬ 
tervened, despite our bribes lo the former 


pilots to leave! 

LIE No. 3. On the very eve of the invasion 
the British Government led Eisenhower to 
believe that a settlement of the Canal prob¬ 
lem was imminent. Yet detailed military 
plans were being worked out. 

LIE No. 4. Do you remember another lie : 
that our forces were being sent in to 
separate the contestants, the .f."" 

the Israelis The facts were (a) the British 
troops did not go in between the com¬ 
batants, but 100 miles behind the Egyptian 
front line; (b) before our ground forces 
landed, Israel had already ceas^ fire ; and 
(cf according to President Eisenhower, Eden 
and Mollet had to be held back from war 
in August—long before the Israeli-Arab 


flare-up. 

LIE No. 5. Now for the big lie on which 
the Sunday newspapers really went to 
that the “ police action ” was taken to foil 
a Russian plot to wipe out Israel. This was 
the defence of the Rt. Hon. Peter Thorney- 
croft President of the Board of Trade, eight 
days’after the war was unleashed rather 
late in the day you may think. His 
evidence? The “discovery” that Russia 
had sent £150 millions worth of arms. 


But the Government and the world knew 
of this way back in September 1955, the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs has 
since admitted. Mr. Thorneycroft forgot 
to mention the millions of pounds ot 
British arms sold to Egypt in the last five 
years, including Centurion tanks and the 
latest’aircraft. (How many British lads were 
hit by British manufactured arms?) If this 
was really our motive and not just our 
excuse why didn’t Britain take this com¬ 
plaint to the United Nations? Why wasn t 
it produced until eight days after the inva^ 
sion? Wasn’t he aware that Russia had 
also sold oil to Israel? And why did the 
British Government as late as August 1 
insist that “ a balance had been struck ’ be¬ 
tween the supply of arms to Israel and to 
the Arab States? 


LIE No. 6 was that by their action the 
Eden Government had “ put teeth into the 
United Nations”. The truth is that they 
flouted UNO and used the British veto for 
the first time in defiance of the Security 
Council. 


This hypocrisy equals that of the burglar 
who breaks into a jeweller’s shop and then 
boasts that he has been responsible for 
bringing the police into acfion. 

LIE No. 7 is the story that we made war 
to save peace. That has been the pretext of 
warmakers throughout history, not exclud¬ 
ing Adolf Hitler. 


FRIENDLY 

PERSUASION 


]\/rANY readers may have 
seen the film “ Friendly 
Pot'ciiacion ” which, although 



is a brilliant, Christian, brotherly plan that means the salvation of Africa from 


either apartlieid folly or black fanaticism, 
poverty. 

Directly, or by implication, any who would 
doubt its virtues or oppose its programme are 
relegated to the ranks of irresponsible 
nationalists or racial bigots. It is sobering to 
see the parade of big names marshalled in 
advocacy of Capricorn, including an eminent 
humanitarian like Alan Baton, a churchman 
like Dr. J. H. Oldham, an author like Laurens 
van der Post, none of whom live in East 
Africa. 

Many of us who have founded the Tan¬ 
ganyika African National Union (TANU) are 
committed Christians who are tired of waiting 
for others to bring our people the practice of 
democracy and brotherhood which they preach. 

At first we viewed Capricorn with an 
interest which has turned to doubt and now 
dismay and resolute opposition. We must 
tell the other side of the story which the 
eminent admirers of Capricorn in other 
lands either do not understand or do not 
tell. 

The Capricorn Contract adopted at Salima, 
Nyassaland in June, 1956, can, with its five 
implementing Provisions and Appendix, be 
obtained from the London Office of the Capri¬ 
corn Society [42 Cheval Place, London, S.W.7]. 

This is the proposal for which the Tangan¬ 
yika National Society (the local organisation of 
Capricorn) is attempting to enlist “an irresis¬ 
tible weight of multi-racial opinion “in the UN 
Trust territory, and which, in the form of 
“ Capricorn Citizenship Bills,” it says it will 
introduce for acceptance in the Legislative 
Council. 

Voters’ qualifications 

The basic definition of civilised standards to 
which we of Tanganyika African National 
Union (TANU) subscribe has been set forth 
by the United Nations Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, as follows: 

Article 1, “ All human beings are born 
free and equal in dignity and rights ...” 
and Article 21 declares that “ (1) Everyone 
has the right to take part in the government 
of his country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives ... (3) The will of 
the people shall be the basis of the authority 
of government ; this will shall be expressed 
in periodical and genuine elections which 
shall be held by universal and equal 
suffrage .. 

On the other hand, in working out its pur¬ 
pose of “ working for the creation of a com¬ 
mon citizenship ... in which the members of 
all races would take a full part ” the Capricorn 
' "oNTRACT declares : 

“ The vote is not a natural right but a 
responsibility to be exercised for the common 
good ... If the vote is not a right open to 
everyone but a responsibility of those who 
have shown themselves fit for it, there must 
be degrees of fitness among those who have 
earned the privilege.” 

With this introduction to its unique scheme 
of “ the multiple vote,” the Capricorn Contract 
sets forth a multitude of restrictions which it 
calls “ broadening the franchise.” 


from foreign exploitation and stagnant 


longs to all the people whom it rules, not tr 
a minority, however elite or wealthy or 
educated. 

Under the Contract’s franchise Provision, 
most adult Europeans would qualify in many 
ways for many votes. Only one or two per 
cent of African men or women now living in 
Tanganyika could reasonably hope to get any 
v^ote in their lifetime! Almost every European 
would be given not only one but up to six 
votes—only two years after arriving from over¬ 
seas. 

A few thousand European re.sidents would 
thus have no difficulty in perpetuating their 
domination in the Legislative Council over 
8,COO,000 Tanganyikans. 

Under the present Parity Principle, intro¬ 
duced by his Excellency, Governor Sir Edward 
Twining, we have already progressed far be¬ 
yond these Capricorn “ improvernents.” 

Capricorn equality ” 

Could HM Government in London condone 
this Capricorn scheme for reversion to unfair 
representation which it has not allowed in any 
other colonial area ? Could the Trusteeship 
Council and the Fourth Committee of the UN 
General Assembly permit such unusual 
manipulation of affairs under their Trustee¬ 
ship ? 

A closer look at the Appendix to the 
Contract (which is included in it by the 
signatories) finds suggested as voting qualifica¬ 
tions honorary offices, titles and military ranks 
of British custom which few if any Africans 
hold or hope to attain. 

The income and production qualifications fit 
only a very few Africans because they pertain 
to businesses with a large cash. volume or to 
estates so large they can only be farmed with 
expensive and complicated machinery. The 
restrictions based on cash income or wealth in 
immovable property are set so high that in our 
African societies, based on production for use 
rather than for profit, only a few hundred 
Africans could hope to meet them at this time. 

Similarly for education. All European child¬ 
ren are provided adequate subsidies for educa¬ 
tion up to the university level, but the school 
opportunities are still woefully inadequate for 
Africans who receive less than 1 per cent as 
much money expended per child. This might 
be expected, but it does make Capricorn’s 
qualifications for its “ common electoral roll ” 
into an empty and useless promise to 98 per 
cent of present-day Tanganyikans 
Heretofore, we of TANU welcomed Capri¬ 
corn’s “ primary concern with human values ” 
and its stated plan “ to help establish a common 
citizenship and an electoral system in the 
devising of which each race will feel equal in 
responsibility.” 

However, a plan which wotild divide a few 
of us with some education from our fathers 
and mothers, brothes*s and sisters, for whom 
there has been no place in school, does not 
arouse our patriotic fervor. True leadership^ 
it is our TANU conviction, dare not allow it¬ 
self to be divorced from the common people. 

To be continued next week. 


ference where adequate representation om 
such WRI Sections as those in Is ae?, Indo¬ 
nesia, Japan, Australia and India itself will 
he possible. 

“ I personally would like to see a WRI con- 
erence where the white people were in a 
Timority as they are in the world.” 

By holding the 1960 conference in India 
he said, they hoped to make the WRI “ more 
truly international.” 

The WRi, he said, was the only pacifist 
gmup that could work effectively in non- 
Chnstian countries, and the emphasis which 
the 1960 plans represented was an effort to 
more adequately meet this responsibility. 

It is hoped that all sections of the WRI 
will be able to collect sufficient funds in the 
next three years to send at least one delegate 
to the conference in India. Hospitality will be 
provided free. 

In addition to other matters on the agenda 
an encouraging report was given of “ Prisoners 
wr Peace Day,” and it was agreed that 
December 1 should be kept for its annual 
observance in the future. 

Fuilure of violence 

The Council unanimously adopted the fol¬ 
lowing manifesto: 

“ The Council of the War Resisters’ Inter¬ 
national, meeting in Germany at the close of 
1956 and reviewing recent events, has noted 
that the past year has provided further irrefut¬ 
able evidence of the failure of armed force to 
achieve its ends, whether in the liberation or 
repression of colonial peoples, as in North 
Africa and Cyprus, the protection of national 
interests, as in the Near East, or the achieve¬ 
ment or repression of political freedom, as in 
Hungary. 

On the contrary, in all these instances 
the use of armed force has increased the ten¬ 
sions and made solutions more difficult. The 
inclina.tio>n in certain quarters to impose 
solutions by the use of overwhelming force 
has proved impracticable. 

“All these facts confirm the basic principles 
of the International. 

“ The Council, therefore, reaffirms its re¬ 
nunciation of the method of war and violence 
for any purpose whatsoever. 

It appeals to all peoples to renounce 
violence and to endeavour to restrain their 
respective Governments from any further use 
of armed force and to urge them to seek the 
settlement of disputes through negotiation on 
the basis of justice, and to make constructive 
efforts to remove the fundamental causes of 
conflict, whether they be political, economic, 
social or psychological. 

“ The Council encourages all members of 
the International and all other pacifists to face 
the future with confidence and to redouble 
their efforts to secure the acceptance of the 
principles of non-violence and of the peaceful 
solution of all problems.” 


Every PN reader needs a HOUSMANS 
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plaint to the United Nations? Why wasn t 
it produced until eight days after the inva¬ 
sion? Wasn’t he aware that Russia had 
also sold oil to Israel? And why did the 
British Government as late as August 1 
insist that “ a balance had been struck ’ be¬ 
tween the supply of arms to Israel and to 
the Arab States? 

LIE No. 6 was that by their action the 
Eden Government had “ put teeth into the 
United Nations The truth is that they 
flouted UNO and used the British veto for 
the first time in defiance of the Security 
Council. 

This hypocrisy equals that of the burglar 
who breaks into a jeweller’s shop and then 
boasts that he has been responsible for 
bringing the police into action. 

LIE No. 7 is the story that we made war 
to save peace. That has been the pretext of 
warmakers throughout history, not exclud¬ 
ing Adolf Hitler. 


FRIENDLY 
PERSUASION 

]\/f ANY readers may have 
seen the film “ Friendly 
Persuasion ” which, although 
it has suffered through de¬ 
partures from the original 
book, does present some 
interesting shots, including a 
Quaker Meeting, and raises 
the whole question of the use 
of violence. 

That is, after all, the fundamental question 
in this atomic age. V/e can indeed point to 
the failure of violence to achieve its ends 
whether in the liberation or repression of 
colonial peoples, as in North Africa and Cyprus, 
the protection of national interests, as in the 
Near East, or the achievement or repression of 
political freedom, as in Hungary,” to quote the 
recent War Resisters’ International statement. 

But we must also give the positive challenge 
of pacifism as the big pacifist rally at Friends 
House, London, will do on March 26. 

May I therefore exercise a little friendly 
persuasion in reminding you that the extent of 
the Peace Pledge Union’s activities must partly 
depend on the financial help which you can 
give. I hope that a specially good start in 
January will help us to repeat the great success 
of the PPU Headquarters Fund last year. 

STUART MORRIS, 

General Secretary. 

Total for 1956 : £1,327 
Amount received in 1957 : £32 

Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters Fund,” 
ta the PPU Tremurer at Dick Sheppard Mauve, 
Endslalth Straat, London, W.CA. 


which we of Tanganyika African National 
Union (TANU) subscribe has been set forth 
by the United Nations Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, as follows: 

Article 1, “All human beings are born 
free and equal in dignity and rights . . .” 
and Article 21 declares that “ (1) Everyone 
has the right to take part in the government 
of his country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives ... (3) The will of 
the people shall be the basis of the authority 
of government; this will shall be expressed 
in periodical and genuine elections which 
shall be held by universal and equal 
suffrage .. 

On the other hand, in working out its pur¬ 
pose of “ working for the creation of a com¬ 
mon citizenship ... in which the members of 
all races would take a full part ” the Capricorn 
' "ONTRACT declares : 

“ The vote is not a natural right but a 
responsibility to be exercised for the common 
good ... If the vote is not a right open to 
everyone but a responsibility of those who 
have shown themselves fit for it, there must 
be degrees of fitness among those who have 
earned the privilege.” 

With this introduction to its unique scheme 
of “ the multiple vote,” the Capricorn Contract 
sets forth a multitude of restrictions which it 
calls “ broadening the franchise.” 

This . . principle that it is possible to 
qualify for more tlian one vote ” is in direct 
contradiction to the Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

In Britain, if a General, a wealthy land 
owner, a university Don, or an archbishop 
should try to cast one vote more in a general 
election than the lowliest charwoman or West 
Indian labourer, he would get into serious 
trouble. Why cannot Capricorn people follow 
that same civilised standard here? 

Equal suffrage t 

India, a leading Commonwealth nation, en¬ 
trusts the control of stable government to 
universal and equal suffrage even though the 
majority of its people are yet illiterate. Why 
not in Africa, too ? 

Two centuries of political progress have 
writ large the principle that it is the primary 
duty of government to consult all the people 
as to how it rules them. Government is a 
natural and inalienable right, as the British 
settlers in America showed long ago, and be- 


The Norwegian section of the War Resisters’ 
International, Folkereisning Mot Krig, 
recently sent a letter to the World Council 
of Peace in Vienna deploring the conflict in 
Hungary and calling upon the WCP to use 
all its influence for the withdrawal of 
Russian troops, the admission of a UN 
delegation to Hungary and the accomplish¬ 
ment of free elections. 

Today Eden, Eisenhower and Bulganin are 
all fellow-travellers. Their outlook and 
social philosophies may differ but they all 
worship State power and believe in the 
ultimate sanction of violence .”—Vinoba 
Bhave. 


estates so large they can only be farmed with 
expensive and complicated machinery. The 
restrictions based on cash income or wealth in 
immovable property are set so high that in our 
African societies, based on production for use 
rather than for profit, only a few hundred 
Africans could hope to meet them at this time. 

Similarly for education. All European child¬ 
ren are provided adequate subsidies for educa¬ 
tion up to the university level, but the school 
opportunities are still woefully inadequate for 
Africans who receive less than 1 per cent as 
much money expended per child. This might 
be expected, but it does make Capricorn’s 
qualifications for its “ common electoral roll ” 
into an empty and useless promise to 98 per 
cent of present-day Tanganyikans 
Heretofore, we of TANU welcomed Capri¬ 
corn’s “ primary concern with human values ” 
and its stated plan “ to help establish a common 
citizenship and an electoral system in the 
devising of which each race will feel equal in 
responsibility.” 

However, a plan which would divide a few 
of us with some education from our fathers 
and mothers, brothel's and sisters, for wliom 
there has been no place in school, does not 
arouse our patriotic ferxor. True leadership^ 
it is our TANU conviction, dare not allow it¬ 
self to be divorced from the common people. 

To be continued next week. 

Middle East proposals 
by Norwegian pacifists 

t'J'HE Norwegian section of the War 
Resisters’ International, Folkereisn¬ 
ing Mot Krig, has requested the im¬ 
mediate discussion by the Norwegian 
Delegation to UNO of a five point plan 
dealing with the Arab-Israel situation. 
The five proposals are :— 

1. Egypt is to be offered complete aid for the 
construction of the Aswan Dam. The 
United Nations to provide the necessary 
means by assessment between the member 
nations. International peace brigades are to 
be formed, consisting of volunteers who 
offer their assistance to the construction. 
Ibis would be in addition to the UN police 
force. 

2. Israel and Jordan are offered the oppor¬ 
tunity to dam the Jordan river in the same 
way for the advantage of both nations and 
under the supervision of UN. 

3. UN asks to rent the Suez canal from Egypt, 
temporarily for a period of 10 years. 

4. Israel is allowed to buy the Gaza territory 
from Egypt as a part of a treaty of peace. 

5. Egypt and Israel are requested to permit 
the administration by UN of a zone pro¬ 
claimed inviolate in the desert of Sinai, as 
a separate mandate or No Man’s Land. 

Financing such a peace plan would demand 
far less than the present state of military pre¬ 
paredness that threatens continually to ferment 
into war, leading perhaps to world conflict, 
they declared. 


‘ On the contrary, in all these instances 
the use of armed force has increased the ten¬ 
sions and made solutions more difficult. The 
ineliimtion in certain quarters to impose 
solutions by the use of overwhelming force 
has proved impracticable. 

“All these facts confirm the basic principles 
of the International. 

“ The Council, therefore, reaffirms its re¬ 
nunciation of the method of war and violence 
for any purpose whatsoever. 

It appeals to all peoples to renounce 
violence and to endeavour to restrain their 
respective Governments from any further use 
of armed force and to urge them to seek the 
settlement of disputes through negotiation on 
tl^ basis of justice, and to make constructive 
efforts to remove the fundamental causes of 
conflict, whether they be political, economic, 
social or psychological. 

“The Council encourages all members of 
the International and all other pacifists to face 
the future with confidence and to redouble 
their efforts to secure the acceptance of the 
principles of non-violence and of the peaceful 
solution of all problems.” 
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= RELIGIOUS BOOKS = 

Peace and the Hebrew 
scriptures 

LEWIS MacLACHLAN reviews 

Peace and Brotherhood in the Old Testament, 

by D. Martin Dakin, MA, London, Bannis- 

dale Press, 10s. 6d. 

jyj[ANY modern humanitarian ideas find 
illustration, if they do not find their 
source, in the Hebrew scriptures, and Mr. 
Dakin, in searching the Old Testament 
for the first signs of a peace movement, 
has disclosed some remarkable treasures 
of “ conscientious objection.” 

Of course, he makes no new discoveries, 
but he has set out his material in such an 
interesting and readable way as to give us a 
handbook of encouragement and guidance for 
those few, the salt of the earth in every 
century, who are able to think for themselves 
and can dare to oppose the prevailing opinion 
of their times. 

The age-long movement towards social 
justice, liberty and peace owes more than is 
often realised to the Hebrew prophets who 
heaped suffering on themselves by their ex¬ 
posure of the false patriotism and debased 
religion that was threatening to ruin their 
country. 

Deep reverence for the Authority within 
enabled them to defy alike the persecution of 
society and the intimidation of the State. By 
a profusion of apt quotations Mr. Dakin shows 
how similar the international situations of the 
ancient world are to those of our own day. 

He is careful not to read back into pre- 
Christian literature pacifist doctrines which be¬ 
long to a much later date, but he does trace, 
as for instance in the “ Servant Songs,” the 
beginnings of the great poetic conception of 
vicarious suffering as the way to world 
salvation. 

Incidentally this little book is an excellent 
introduction to the Old Testament, and teachers 
and preachers will be able to put it to very 
good use. 


In praise oj poverty 

Insured by Hope, by Mildred Binns Young, 
24 pp., Wallingford, Penna, USA. Pendle 
Hill Pamphlet, 35 cents. 

1%/|ANY will feel that this, to use an old 
Quaker phrase, speaks to our condition. 
It is prefaced with a quotation from William 
James to the effect that perhaps the old 
monkish poverty-worship might have in it 
somethin^ like that moral equivalent to war 


REFLECTIONS ON THE 
SUEZ CRISIS 

F is now possible to reflect to advantage on the tragic Suez episode, to estimate 
its effects and consider its implications. I call it tragic because it challenged 
and reversed one of the most remarkable periods of enlightened international re¬ 


organisation on record. 

The speed by which a wide variety of coun¬ 
tries in the Far East were released from 
political, cultural, social and economic depen¬ 
dence and set free to control their own destinies 
was phenomenal. 

Then, to the astonishment of the whole world 
Britain, who had led the new movement, sud¬ 
denly swung back into the old, discredited gun¬ 
boat policy in order to bring down a 
Government which it feared might jeopardise 
its interests in the Suez canal and in Arab oil. 

This failure of British statesmanship at a 
most critical period in British and world 
history shocked and bewildered her best 
friends, even within the Commonwealth, and 
lowered the world’s spiritual barometer and 
hope for the future. 

So once again we are called upon to con¬ 
template the ancient truth that the price of 

freedom (as of all spiritual values) is eternal 

vigilance. 

Moreover w'e should do well to contemplate 
the hardships which our conduct has brought 
upon many nations, through oil and other 
shortages, and especially upon Egypt who has 
been agitating for many decades for her 
political freedom, and to the latter especially 
offer full compensation. 

us prestige increased 

Perhaps the biggest change which the Suez 
episode has made is the greatly increased 
moral standing of the United States. It is a 
fact of some importance that, from the first. 
President Eisenhower clearly saw the wrong¬ 
ness of Britain’s decision regarding Nasser’s 
declaration to nationalise the Suez Canal Co. 

He realised that it would play into Russia’s 
hands and might easily lead to a major war, 
and thus that negotiation was the right line 
to take. 

It so happened, however, that this decision 
helped him to stand before the American 
electors as a man of peace and a champion 
of the United Nations in the Presidential 
Election which was already under way. 

It further transpired that the UN Cease-fire 
Resolution came up for decision during the last 
few days of the election campaign. 

This Resolution President Eisenhower 
strongly supported : he even withdrew from 
the campaign in order to devote all his time 

tr» securimi a. unanimous cease-fire vote, and 


contribution to her own and the world’s 
peace and well being. 

For many years Britain’s influence in world 
affairs has been greater than was warranted by 
her military power. 

Her standing as the world’s great trading 
nation and as the pioneer in democratic institu¬ 
tions, together with her long record as defender 
of personal freedom and protector of the 
victims of oppression everywhere, won for her 
a position of moral leadership that was unique 
and unchallenged. 

Having recently lost much of that power 
she must now choose between becoming a 
satellite of the US or a leading partner with 
India in a non-power constructive peace 
bloc. 

In this group Britain would be able, even 
quickly, to recover her lost prestige. This can 
be done by one means only : continuing the 
work of training and freeing all the coloured 
peoples under her rule for self-government, or 
government with co-existence, especially in 
Kenya and Central Africa, where need, and 
the dangers of procrastination, are greatest. 

Unless the speed towards complete emanci¬ 
pation is increased in Kenya the time may not 
be far away when the white population will 
find that its only alternative is to leave the 
country. 

In Kenya as in Central Africa the real 
sources of trouble are the manifold indignities 
of the colour bar, nearly all of which, however, 
have economic implications. 

The basic evil is spiritual, and the time 
has come to act courageously on a broad 
human platform. 

Again in Cyprus, things have gone so far 
that Britain’s one chance of saving the situa¬ 
tion and her own soul is to offer self-determi¬ 
nation right out, and after thus winning com¬ 
mon trust sit down to work out the plans. 

At present the Middle East is in utter con¬ 
fusion and riddled with intrigues directed by 
the Big Powers. An entirely new outlook is 
required. The Bagdad and other Pacts should 
be scrapped. 

In most Arab countries internal revolutions 
for the overthrow of tyrannical ancient feudal¬ 
isms are inevitable unless meantime enlightened 
rulers forestall such by effecting radical 
changes. 

Britain’s course 


Military strategy 
at a dead eud 

What made the headlines in that inter¬ 
view with Gen. Lauris Norstad, the new 
NATO Commander, was “ warning to 
Russia: ‘ We Are Not Bluffing ’.” Too 

little attention was paid to the revelation 
that Gen. Norstad takes the defeatist view 
that Europe cannot be defended without 
atomic weapons, a form of defence little 
of Europe could survive. Here (from the 
text in US News & World Report, Novem¬ 
ber 30, 1956) is the overlooked warning : 

“ Q. Is it your conviction. General 
Norstad that nuclear weapons definitely 
will be used if a general war comes ? 

“ A. Our plans are based on the full and 
prompt use of atomic weapons in the event 
of a general war . . . 

“ Q. You say your planning is based on 
atomic weapons. Has the decision been 
made that they will be used ? 

“ A. If our forces are ordered into war, 
our plans—which have been approved by 
the NATO Council—call for the use of 
atomic weapons . . . 

“ Q. If you were prohibited from using 
atomic weapons, could you defend Europe? 

“ A. In the event of a general war, the 
answer is ‘ No ! ’ The answer is ‘ No ! ... 

“ Q. We’ve been talking about the 
defence of Western Europe. But does 
NATO have enough ready strength to win 
a global war, if Russia attacked ? 

“ A. It’s very doubtful if anyone would 
‘ win ’ a modem war. But I believe that 
anyone who attacked the NATO family of 
nations would be defeated.” 

But a war nobody could win is a war in 
which both sides would be defeated. This 
is strategy at a dead end. 

—/. F. Stone's Weekly, December 3, 1956. 


WHY THE FELLOWSHIP? 

A Stake in the Future, by Fred Moorhouse, 
16 pp, London, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Is. 

)^HIS is a very well-written explanation of 
the reason for and basis of the Fellowship. 
It starts with Henry Hodgkin and Sigmund 
Schultze saying goodbye on Cologne station in 
August 1914 and declaring, “ No matter what 
may happen or our countries may decide, our 
unity in Christ cannot be broken. We will 
never fight.” 

It goes on to look at the misery and strife in 
the lives of a number of young people in 
various parts of the world ; conditions caused 
by war and the preparation for war. 

Then it shows how the way that Jesus taught 
can help to supply their needs as well as stop¬ 
ping the fighting and the killing, and how 
thousands of those who have accepted it have 
joined themselves together in the Fellowship 










religion that was threatening to ruin their 
country. 

Deep reverence for the Authority within 
enabled them to defy alike the persecution of 
society and the intimidation of the State. By 
a profusion of apt quotations Mr. Dakin shows 
how similar the international situations of the 
ancient world are to those of our own day. 

He is careful not to read back into pre- 
Christian literature pacifist doctrines which be¬ 
long to a much later date, but he does trace, 
as for instance in the “ Servant Songs,” the 
beginnings of the great poetic conception of 
vicarious suffering as the way to world 
salvation. 

Incidentally this little book is an excellent 
introduction to the Old Testament, and teachers 
and preachers will be able to put it to very 
good use. 


In praise oj poverty 

Insured by Hope, by Mildred Binns Young, 
24 pp., Wallingford, Penna, USA. Pendle 
Hill Pamphlet, 35 cents. 

1%/rANY will feel that this, to use an old 
Quaker phrase, speaks to our condition. 
It is prefaced with a quotation from William 
James to the effect that perhaps the old 
monkish poverty-worship might have in it 
something like that moral equivalent to war 
that we are seeking, “ for it is certain that the 
prevalent fear of poverty among the educated 
classes is the worst moral disease from which 
our civilization suffers.” 

The author believes that the almost-frenzied 
search for security and the tremendous 
emphasis placed upon the importance of the 
standard of living are the things that plant the 
seeds of war, and that, to quote the preface 
again ” among us English-speaking peoples 
especially do the praises of poverty once more 
need to be boldly sung. 

“ We have grown literally afraid to be poor. 
We despise anyone who elects to be pool in 
order to simplify and save his inner life.” 


MISSION FOR OUTCASTS 

Publicans and Sinners, by H. G. G. Herklots, 

SCM Press, 8s. 6d. 

URING the past few decades great 
advances have been made in discovering 
what the world was really like in Biblical 
times. As more has become known, it has 
been possible to recognise many references to 
contemporary events, customs and situations, 
and a new or enriched meaning has been given 
to familiar old passages of the Scriptures. 

There are now a large number of books 
embodying bits of this new understanding. 
This one, containing seven studies of the 
ministry of Jesus against its proper back* 
ground, with copious scriptural references and 
index, is excellent. 

It shows clearly, as the title might indicate, 
that Jesus came to seek and to save that which 
was lost, his special mission being to the out¬ 
casts of his time, the publicans and sinners ; 
and the author does not omit to state the logi- 
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the hardships which our conduct has brought 
upon many nations, through oil and other 
shortages, and especially upon Egypt who has 
been agitating for many decades for her 
political freedom, and to the latter especially 
offer full compensation. 

US prestige increased 

Perhaps the biggest change which the Suez 
episode has made is the greatly increased 
moral standing of the United States. It is a 
fact of some importance that, from the first, 
President Eisenhower clearly saw the wrong¬ 
ness of Britain’s decision regarding Nasser’s 
declaration to nationalise the Suez Canal Co. 

He realised that it would play into Russia’s 
hands and might easily lead to a major war, 
and thus that negotiation was the right line 
to take. 

It so happened, however, that this decision 
helped him to stand before the American 
electors as a man of peace and a champion 
of the United Nations in the Presidential 
Election which was already under way. 

It further transpired that the UN Cease-fire 
Resolution came up for decision during the last 
few days of the election campaign. 

This Resolution President Eisenhower 
strongly supported : he e\ en withdrew from 
the campaign in order to devote all his time 
to securing a unanimous cease-fire vote, and 
obedience to it by Britain, France and Israel. 
Accordingly a vote for “ Ike ” became a vote 
for the UN and world peace. 

This action fired the imagination of the 
American people and v, as undoubtedly re¬ 
sponsible for the largeness of Eisenhower’s 
majority. 

These events set the foreign policy of the 
US on a course which may profoundly affect 
the future of world politics, especially as im¬ 
mediately afterwards the revolutions in Poland 
and Hungary provided an opening which the 
US seized for organising UN action against 
Russia’s aggression in Hungary, instituting an 
inqui^ into Russia’s conduct in Hungary and 
for giving help and succour to the needy and 
to the escapees. 

These events have resulted in a big in¬ 
crease in the power and prestige of the US, 
and also of the UN—facts which may indi¬ 
cate a major turning point in world affairs. 

Moreover, the fact that Russia may no 
longer be able to count on the political and 
military support of many of her satellites will 
ensure the military superiority of the US. 

Importance of India 

It must not be assumed, however, that the 
US is universally accepted as the moral leader 
of the nations. 

Her past sympathy and co-operation with 
reactionary groups and nations, and her in¬ 
clination to regard any tendency towards 
socialism or even nationalism as a sure sign 
of Communism, unfit her for world leadership 
in the eyes of many. 

Much will depend upon how she acts towards 
Communist China, Formosa and the Middle 
East, and on how she disposes of her aid to 
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the dangers of procrastination, are greatest. 

Unless the speed towards complete emanci¬ 
pation is increased in Kenya the time may not 
be far away when the white population will 
find that its only alternative is to leave the 
country. 

In Kenya as in Central Africa the real 
sources of trouble are the manifold indignities 
of the colour bar, nearly all of which, however, 
have economic implications. 

Tile basic evil is spiritual, and the time 
has come to act courageously on a broad 
human platform. 

Again in Cyprus, things have gone so far 
that Britain’s one chance of saving the situa¬ 
tion and her own soul is to offer self-determi¬ 
nation right out, and after thus winning com¬ 
mon trust sit down to work out the plans. 

At present the Middle East is in utter con¬ 
fusion and riddled with intrigues directed by 
the IBig Powers. An entirely new outlook is 
required. The Bagdad and other Pacts should 
be scrapped. 

In most Arab countries internal revolutions 
for the overthrow of tyrannical ancient feudal¬ 
isms are inevitable unless meantime enlightened 
rulers forestall such by effecting radical 
changes. 

Britain’s course 

A wise Britain would face the stark realities 
of the situation and offer the nationalisation 
of the oil industries on terms and conditions 
to be negotiated, as the one hope of avoiding 
twenty years of intrigue, internecine conflict, 
wild revolution and possibly a major war. 

Indeed why not propose the setting up of an 
Arab Oil Board to consider the rights of all 
the claimants to Middle Eastern oil and work 
out a just scheme of distribution in view of 
all the facts ? 

Thereafter Britain could and should with¬ 
draw all her military forces from the Middle 
East and Cyprus. 

Bold action on these lines would wipe out 
bitter memories and pave the way to a 
friendly co-operative future. 

We thus see that the Suez issue teaches this 
deeper lesson, that the problem of war is the 
problem of peaceful human relations and can¬ 
not be solved at the economic level alone. 

The struggle for Arab oil, like the struggle 
for African gold and copper, Malayan rubber 
or Hungarian uranium is in conflict with the 
demands or needs of the human spirit in the 
exploited and in the exploiters, for freedom, 
for the right to self-expression and self¬ 
development and for the values of the good 
life. 

The rising raw material demands of the 
devouring economies of the West bear no 
relation to the good life, are oui of harmony 
with the world’s peace, and foreshadow an 
intensification of all the devastating conflicts 
of the last fifty year. 

In recent months in the US I have seen the 
signs of an awakening to the folly of economic 
dinosaurism, of equating life with the getting 
and spending of money. 

That comment introduces the theme that is 
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“ A. It’s very doubtful if anyone would 
‘ win ’ a modem war. But I believe that 
anyone who attacked the NATO family of 
nations would be defeated.” 

But a war nobody could win is a war in 
which both sides would be defeated. This 
is strategy at a dead end. 

—/. F. Stone*s Weekly, December 3, 1956. 


WHY THE FELLOWSHIP? 

A Stake in the Future, by Fred Moorhouse, 
16 pp, London, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Is. 

l^HIS is a very well-written explanation of 
the reason for and basis of the Fellowship. 
It starts with Henry Hodgkin and Sigmund 
Schultze saying goodbye on Cologne station in 
August 1914 and declaring, “No matter what 
may happen or our countries may decide, our 
unity in Christ cannot be broken. We will 
never fight.” 

It goes on to look at the misery and strife in 
the lives of a number of young people in 
various parts of the world ; conditions caused 
by war and the preparation for war. 

Then it shows how the way that Jesus taught 
can help to supply their needs as well as stop¬ 
ping the fighting and the killing, and how 
thousands of those who have accepted it have 
joined themselves together in the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation. 


tB r i e f I y 

Pacifists who intend standing as candidates for 
local council, county council or Parliament 
are asked by the Fellowship Party to contact 
Miss Mary McKenzie, B.Sc., its National 
Canvassing Organiser, 16 Selby Avenue, St. 
Alban’s. The Party is anxious to co-ordinate 
the political efforts of all pacifist candidates 
in addition to sponsoring candidates itself. 

Canon L. John Collias, Chairman, Christian 
Action, will give a talk on South Africa and 
the Protectorates at a public meeting of the 
African Forum on January 29, at 7 p.m., at 
Sawaraj House, 32 Percy Street, London, 
W.l (Tottenham Court Road). 

Young people throughout Britain are invited 
to join Young Quakers, who will be giving a 
day’s earnings on May 8 to help overcome 
world poverty. The money collected will 
probably be devoted to Inter-Church Aid and 
United Nations Work For Middle East 
Refugees. 
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Have you ordered 

KENYA: 

a Peace News Supplement 

(Re-printed from last week's Issue) 

for distribution to local church 
and political leaders and 
progressive people— 

6d. each (postage 2d.); 5s. dozen, or 37s. 6d. 
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prevalent tear of poverty among (he educated 
classes is the worst moral disease from which 
our civilization suffers.” 

The author believes that the almost-frenzied 
search for security and the tremendous 
emphasis placed upon the importance of the 
standard of living are the things that plant the 
seeds of war, and that, to quote the preface 
again “ among us English-speaking peoples 
especially do the praises of poverty once more 
need to be boldly sung. 

“ We have grown literally afraid to be poor. 
We despise anyone who elects to be pool in 
order to simplify and save his inner life.” 


MISSION FOR OUTCASTS 

Publicans and Sinners, by H. G. G. Herklots, 

SCM Press, 8s. 6d. 

URING the past few decades great 
advances have been made in discovering 
what the world was really like in Biblical 
times. As more has become known, it has 
been possible to recognise many references to 
contemporary events, customs and situations, 
and a new or enriched meaning has been given 
to familiar old passages of the Scriptures. 

There are now a large number of books 
embodying bits of this new understanding. 
This one, containing seven studies of the 
ministry of Jesus against its proper back¬ 
ground, with copious scriptural references and 
index, is excellent. 

It shows clearly, as the title might indicate, 
that Jesus came to seek and to save that which 
was lost, his special mission being to the out¬ 
casts of his time, the publicans and sinners ; 
and the author does not omit to state the logi¬ 
cal presumption that the Church of every age 
should be primarily concerned with the poor 
and outcast of its own time. 

PM.A Y OF IDEAS 

Dusk and Dawn, by Basil Viney, 64 pp, 

Meopham : Order of Great Companions, 5s. 
ilJpHIS “ dramatic trilogy ” contains three 
plays that were first performed in Swansea 
Unitarian Chapel. Together they are intended 
to demonstrate the decline and resurgence of 
Christianity. 

Like most plays of their type they put great 
emphasis on ideas and pay little attention to 
stagecraft or drama, but groups that try to put 
teaching over in this form, and want some¬ 
thing different from the familiar nativity and 
passion plays, may like to consider these. 

T.R.D. 


Accordingly a vote for “ Ike ” became a vote 
for the UN and world pec.ce. 

This action fired the imagination of the 
American people and v.as undoubtedly re¬ 
sponsible for the largeness of Eisenhower’s 
majority. 

These events set the foreign policy of the 
US on a course which may profoundly affect 
the future of world politics, especially as im¬ 
mediately afterwards the revolutions in Poland 
and Hungary provided an opening which the 
US seized for organising UN action against 
Russia’s aggression in Hungary, instituting an 
inqui^ into Russia’s conduct in Hungary and 
for giving help and succour to the needy and 
to the escapees. 

These events have resulted in a big in¬ 
crease in the power and prestige of the US, 
and also of the UN—facts which may indi¬ 
cate a major turning point in world affairs. 

Moreover, the fact that Russia may no 
longer be able to count on the political and 
military support of many of her satellites will 
ensure the military superiority of the US. 

Importance of India 

It must not be assumed, however, that the 
US is universally accepted as the moral leader 
of the nations. 

Her past sympathy and co-operation with 
reactionary groups and nations, and her in¬ 
clination to regard any tendency towards 
socialism or even nationalism as a sure sign 
of Communism, unfit her for world leadership 
in the eyes of many. 

Much will depend upon how she acts towards 
Communist China, Formosa and the Middle 
East, and on how she disposes of her aid to 
needy countries, during the next few years. 

America’s offer of military forces to the 
Middle East is not a happy augury, since _ 
what is most needed there are bold con¬ 
structive policies. 

It is in this context that India becomes 
important, and it can safely be assumed that 
the recent rise in America’s power will cause 
Nehru to keep in close touch with the US and 
oppose every tendency to use power in a 
reactionary way. 

India can be relied upon to encourage every 
movement which makes for the decentralisa¬ 
tion of power, for maximum diversity in the 
evolution of social systems, and for the exten¬ 
sion of the non-power constructive peace-bloc 
in order to hold the balace between the Com¬ 
munist and the anti-Communist power blocs. 

It is in this third or non-power group that 
Britain will be able to make her maximum 


The Airforce pilot who became a pacifist 


Everyday Sermons, by Don Robins. Series III. 
68 pp, paper bound. Leeds, Whitehead and 
Miller, 5s. 6d. 

i^HIS is the third and last of the series of 
Everyday Sermons preached by the late 
Don Robins, the airforce pilot who became 


Vicar of St. George’s, Leeds, and a vigorous, 
outspoken pacifist. There are eleven of them, 
ranging widely over various aspects of the 
Christian attitude to life, and they have a 
freshness and readability which gives them a 
special appeal. 


of the situation and offer the nationalisation 
of the oil industries on terms and conditions 
to be negotiated, as the one hope of avoiding 
twenty years of intrigue, internecine conflict, 
wild revolution and possibly a major war. 

Indeed why not propose the setting up of an 
Arab Oil Board to consider the rights of all 
the claimants to Middle Eastern oil and work 
out a just scheme of distribution in view of 
all the facts ? 

Thereafter Britain could and should with¬ 
draw all her military forces from the Middle 
East and Cyprus. 

Bold action on these lines would wipe out 
bitter memories and pave the way to a 
friendly co-operative future. 

We thus see that the Suez issue teaches this 
deeper lesson, that the problem of war is the 
problem of peaceful human relations and can¬ 
not be solved at the economic level alone. 

The struggle for Arab oil, like the struggle 
for African gold and copper, Malayan rubber 
or Hungarian uranium is in conflict with the 
demands or needs of the human spirit in the 
exploited and in the exploiters, for freedom, 
for the right to self-expression and self- 
development and for the values of the good 
life. 

The rising raw material demands of the 
devouring economies of the West bear no 
relation to the good life, are oui of haniiony 
with the world’s peace, and foreshadow an 
intensification of all the devastating conflicts 
of the last fifty year. 

In recent months in the US I have seen the 
signs of an awakening to the folly of economic 
dinosaurism, of equating life with the getting 
and spending of money. 

That comment introduces the theme that is 
going to dominate thinking in the next phase 
of the evolution of Western civilisation—-if, 
that is, there is going to be a next phase ! 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANQION ANOTHER 

This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to 

P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
DIek Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 


Briefly 

Pacifists who intend standing as candidates for 
local council, county council or Parliament 
are asked by the Fellowship Party to contact 
Miss Mary McKenzie, B.Sc., its National 
Canvassing Organiser, 16 Selby Avenue, St. 
Alban’s. The Party is anxious to co-ordinate 
the political efforts of all pacifist candidates 
in addition to sponsoring candidates itself. 

Canon L. John Collias, Chairman, Christian 
Action, will give a talk on South Africa and 
the Protectorates at a public meeting of the 
African Forum on January 29, at 7 p.m., at 
Sawaraj House, 32 Percy Street, London 
W.l (Tottenham Court Road). 

Young people throughout Britain are invited 
to join Young Quakers, who will be giving a 
day's earnings on May 8 to help overcome 
world poverty. The money collected will 
probably be devoted to Inter-Church Aid and 
United Nations Work For Middle East 
Refugees. 


Have you ordered 

KENYA: 

a Peace News Supplement 

(Re-prInted from last week's issue) 

for distribution to local church 
and political leaders and 
progressive people— 

6d. each (postage 2d.); 5s. dozen, or 37s. 6d. 

100, both post free from 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, or 
Movement for Colonial Freedon, 374 Grays 
Inn Road, London, W.C.I. 

Please send . copies oFk^ 

PLEMENT to 

Name . 

Address. 


Enclosed £ : s. d. 


Good news for P.N, readers ! 

GANDHI’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

The Story of My Experiments with Truth 

Will shortly be available in a cheap unabridged edition at 

7s. 6d. (postage 8d.) 

Supplies now on their way from India. Advance orders will be welcomed. 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
3 Blackstock Rd., London N.4. 


for the distribution in Great Britain, 
Navajivan Publishing House. 

































The challenge of disarmament 

• FROM PAGE TWO 


If it is to be a reign of morality and 
righteousness, men and nations must do away 
with the whole immoral system for ever, and 
change their whole process of thinking, doing, 
and living. 

An elaborate system of inspection and super¬ 
vision, a necessary concomitant to any proposal 
for arms reduction, is the rock on which their 
ship of disarmament flounders. The whole 
thing is conceived in immorality, in distrust, 
fear, and suspicion. 

The moment they set their foot on this 
thorny path, they will be confronted with in¬ 
numerable and insurmountable difficulties. For 
one evil they will have two. 

World dflsannament can never come 
through negotiation, bargaining, making pro¬ 
posals and counter-proposals. It could come 
only by a supreme moral and spiritual ellort 
—^a spiritual upheaval—of the universal soul 
of mimkind. 

Great as the moral degradation of this dia¬ 
bolical race for armaments is, greater must the 
moral and spiritual awakening and effort of 
mankind be to eliminate this great evil. 

REJECT ARMAi^ENTS 

It must come out of the souls of the com¬ 
mon men and women of the world. Every soul 
must reject this Satanic system of armaments 
and rise against it. 

Every Peace News reader must now awaken 
to a full sense of his or her responsibility. They 
cannot, from year’s end to year’s end, read 
what Peace News writes and go their own way 
the same as before. 

They must arise, take a brave and bold 
stand, and with a united voice, clearly and un- 
equivocably demand complete abolition of 
these infernal machines of death and destruc¬ 
tion. 

It is they, the people of the world, who can 


KENYA 

TN the article “My Two Years In Kenya,” 
by Phillip Meldon, in the passage reading 
“ rhe lavatories were merely pits in the ground 
about 20" X 14" x 12" . . . the size should 
have been marked in feet, not in inches. 
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achieve world disarmament, not world states¬ 
men. 

The moment the Peace News Readers Family 
take a great stand against this Satanic system, 
unseen spiritual powers will come to their 
assistance. 

World leaders are incapable of taking any 
great moral action till a morally and spiritually 
awakened world public opinion compels them 
to do so. The people of the world must them¬ 
selves take the lead in it. 

MORAL FORCE 

While die-hard Toryism has quickly yielded 
to moral force, Russian Communism seems to 
care little for it. Is Communism then imper¬ 
vious to moral pressure? 

Not so. Moral force cannot fail. As is the 
condition of the patient, so must the remedy be. 
But the patient needs a double dose. Only, 
greater, may be the greatest, moral force is 
needed to awaken the Russian people and their 
Communist rulers from their moral stupor. 

The greatest world problem today is to dis¬ 
arm Soviet Russia, mentally, morally, and 
spiritually, as well as physically. This can never 
be done by any ordinary means, by sermons, by 
making vain proposals and counter-proposals, 
by any diplomatic trickery, by bluffing, or by 
playing loose and fast with morality and 
righteousness. 

The only way is by the power of a soul¬ 
stirring moral example by one great nation— 
say America — morally and spiritually 
awakened, burning with the desire to rid the 
world of this great pest of armaments, offering 
to disarm, fully, completely, and totally—on 
land, sea, and air— simultaneously with Russia 
and all the other nations of the world. 

This is the one and only way. There is no 
other. 

But President Eisenhower, a man sincerely 
desiring peace, is conditioned by the moral and 
spiritual conditions prevailing in America to¬ 
day. 

He himself cannot take such a brave initia¬ 
tive unless the Congress backed him, unless the 
whole American people, morally and spiritually 
awakened, rose in revolt against such a god¬ 
less order of things, demanded universal dis¬ 
armament, and forced his hands. 

It is a moral world, though immorality reigns 
rampant. The laws of morality hold good for 
ever. Morality is catching, infectious. A moral 
fire lit in one part of the world will quickly 
spread to all parts. The quickest way to create 
a moral conflagration in America is to make 
one such in Britain. 

A NEW CRY 

To every member of the Peace News Readers 
Family, we would say: great is your responsi¬ 
bility before God and men, individually and 
collectively. 

Tho hour has struck. The supreme moment 
has arrived. Now is the time to create such a 


Letters to 

Kenya 

T3EACE NEWS are to be congratulated on 
their decision to publish a special issue on 
Kenya. 

Since the disastrous Tory policy in Suez, and 
the tragic plight of the Hungarians, the prob¬ 
lem of Kenya has been forgotten by the 
National Press. 

Fenner Brockway has put forward some very 
practical proposals for the future of the peoples 
of Kenya, and it is to be hoped that these 
can be implemented as quickly as possible. 
Unless some action is taken soon, there may 
well be a further outbreak of violence which 
will be impossible to control. 

The British Government have a direct re¬ 
sponsibility for the Kenya people, and it is 
essential that every reader should write to the, 
Colonial Secretary and their MP on this issue. 

DENIS BRIAN. 

24a Breakspears Road, 

London, S.E.4. 

Casualties 

A BRITISH general who took part in the 
operations of Port Said, referring to the 
losses suffered by the Egyptian civilians, has 
said that if only they had collaborated nlore 
with the British and French landing forces, it 
would have been much better and much blood¬ 
shed would have been avoided. 

I do not doubt that. Only I should be 
interested in knowing what was the attitude df 
that general in 1940, when Great Britain was 
menaced by an invasion of Hitler’s troops. 

Did he issue an appeal, then, to the British 
people to induce them to collaborate as best 
they could with the invaders, to avoid 
bloodshed? 

HEINZ KRASCHUTZKI. 

Berlin-Wannsee, 

Hohenzollernstrasse 27a, Germany. 

Two men In prison 

OUR cartoon of two men in prison (PN 
January 4), one for killing and the other 
for refusing to do so, recalls very forciblv an 
experience of mine. 

In 1942 I and a fellow Bible-class member 
were in Gloucester prison ; he for killing his 
wife and myself because I would not support 
killing. When I tried to have a word with the 
other man coming in from exercise the 
“ screw ” (prison officer) stopped me. 

JACK JONES. 

Maud’s Elm, Cheltenham. 

Thanks for ISO Christmas cards 

TITAVING received 250 Christmas cards 
whilst at Liverpool Prison from friends in 
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the Editor 

he never really gets tough, if this is a sample 
of his mildness. 

I have been often accused, since my visit 
to America, of having returned very pro- 
American. I accept that accusation. 

In the deepest sense I am, and all the more 
so since the Suez crisis. Did anybody else And 
my articles anti-American, “ venomously ’ or 
otherwise? Not, apparently, my American 
friends, many of them readers of PN. 

The. only criticism from them is that I am 
too enthusiastic about the United States and 
not critical enough] 

Those two articles consisted mainly of 
American satirical sayings and stories about 
America and Americans. It was made per¬ 
fectly clear that my object was to demonstrate 
the essential health of a country in which such 
things are said. And now Mr. Coddington ups 
and says that “ there is some small indication 
that they ” (the American wise-crackers) “ were 
pulling his leg,” meaning mine. 

O God, O Montreal . . . what else did he 
imagine they could possibly have been doing? 
Short of writing “ joke ” in the margin, in 
large capitals, opposite every extravagant state¬ 
ment, I did all I could to make it clear that I 
was giving examples of American humour. 

The rest of Mr. Coddington's letter, merely 
points out rather laboriously the truth of what 
I had already said—the confusion and the 
“ personality ” cult in American politics. 

Dr. Johnson once said that he could provide 
a man with an argument but not with an 
intelligence. A sense of humour is equally dif¬ 
ficult to pass on and the more is the pity, for 
a vast number of pacifists are sadly lacking in 
this useful asset. 

At least Mr. Coddington has induced me to 
make a long-delayed resolution for 1957: 
never, never again assume that Peace News 
readers have any sense of humour at all. It is 
too great a risk and it invariably leads to mis¬ 
understandings of this sort. 

Your correspondent wants to know whether 
I am a pacifist; The answer, as everybody here 
knows, is that I arn. But not so many know 
that the greatest strain on my pacifism is bear¬ 
ing with dull pacifists, because they give us a 
bad reputation with intelligent people. 

REGINALD REYNOLDS. 

20 Jubilee Place, 

Chelsea, London, S.W.3. 

POINTS FROM OTHER LETTERS 

# I am sorry to see so many young boys 
have been given toy guns and pistols by 
foolish ^rents for Christmas presents, thus 
engendering a war spirit. Is it not time for 
the manufacture and sale of these imitation 
lethal weapons to be prohibited by law?— 
John Slater, Highbury, N.5. 







Great as the moral degradation of this dia¬ 
bolical race for armaments is, greater must the 
moral and spiritual awakening and effort of 
mankind be to eliminate this great evil. 

REJECT ARMA^IENTS 

It must come out of the souls of the com¬ 
mon men and women of the world. Every soul 
must reject this Satanic system of armaments 
and rise against it. 

Every Peace News reader must now awaken 
to a full sense of his or her responsibility. They 
cannot, from year’s end to year’s end, read 
what Peace News writes and go their own way 
the same as before. 

They must arise, take a brave and bold 
stand, and with a united voice, clearly and un- 
equivocably demand complete abolition of 
these infernal machines of death and destruc¬ 
tion. 

It is they, the people of the world, who can 


KENYA 

TN the article “ My Two Years In Kenya,” 
by Phillip Meldon, in the passage reading 
“ The lavatories were merely pits in the ground 
about 20" X 14" x 12" . . . the size should 
have been marked in feet, not in inches. 



Holidays 


1957 

% 

Whether you provide holidays, or 
want to book your own 

PEACE NEWS CAN HELP YOU 

• 

The 1957 Holiday Planners Number will 
appear on Febniary 8 . Every reader offer¬ 
ing holiday services is invited fo write for 
particulars. Readers who wish to make 
early bookings can obtain free advice and 
infonnation from the 

PEACE NEWS 
HOLIDAY BUREAU 
3 Blackstock Rd., London. N.4 

which records each advertisers’ services. 



v^uiuriiuiiisi ruicrs irom incir moral stupor. 

The greatest world problem today is to dis¬ 
arm Soviet Russia, mentally, morally, and 
spiritually, as well as physically. This can never 
be done by any ordinary means, by sermons, by 
making vain proposals and counter-proposals, 
by any diplomatic trickery, by bluffing, or by 
playing loose and fast with morality and 
righteousness. 

The only way is by the power of a soul¬ 
stirring moral example by one great nation— 
say America — morally and spiritually 
awakened, burning with the desire to rid the 
world of this great pest of armaments, offering 
to disarm, fully, completely, and totally—on 
land, sea, and air— simultaneously with Russia 
and all the other nations of the world. 

This is the one and only way. There is no 
other. 

But President Eisenhower, a man sincerely 
desiring peace, is conditioned by the moral and 
spiritual conditions prevailing in America to¬ 
day. 

He himself cannot take such a brave initia¬ 
tive unless the Congress backed him, unless the 
whole American people, morally and spiritually 
awakened, rose in revolt against such a god¬ 
less order of things, demanded universal dis¬ 
armament, and forced his hands. 

It is a moral world, though immorality reigns 
rampant. The laws of morality hold good for 
ever. Morality is catching, infectious. A moral 
fire lit in one part of the world will quickly 
spread to all parts. The quickest way to create 
a moral conflagration in America is to make 
one such in Britain. 

A NEW CRY 

To every member of the Peace News Readers 
Family, we would say: great is your responsi¬ 
bility before God and men, individually and 
collectively. 

Tho hour has stmck. The supreme moment 
has arrived. Now is the time to create such a 
great moral fire in Great Britain as will spread 
to all countries and envelop the whole world, 
including the Communist countries. 

Every one should pledge his or her soul not 
to rest till the world has been fully, completely, 
and totally disarmed. 

Call forth the whole force of your being to 
serve this great cause of humanity; shrink 
from no sacrifice, however great it may be. 

Make an appeal—a personal appeal—to the 
soul of every Briton. Carry the message to the 
door of every householder, talk, discuss, and 
convince. The time is most propitious. For¬ 
ward ! On to the attack! 

Let the new C 17 rise from the soul of 
Britain: world disarmament, full, complete 
total. 

Let Peace News send out this call to all the 
world: 

People of the world awake! 

People of the world arise! 

People of the world unite for the great cause 
of world disarmament! Clear the Augean 
Stable by the power of the spirit! 


BKlAfN. 

24a Breakspears Road, 

London, S.E.4. 

Casualties 

A BRITISH general who took part in the 
operations of Port Said, referring to the 
losses suffered by the Egyptian civilians, has 
said that if only they had collaborated more 
with the British and French landing forces, it 
would have been much better and much blood¬ 
shed would have been avoided. 

I do not doubt that. Only I should be 
interested in knowing what was the attitude 6 f 
that general in 1940, when Great Britain was 
menaced by an invasion of Hitler’s troops. 

Did he issue an appeal, then, to the British 
people to induce them to collaborate as best 
they could with the invaders, to avoid 
bloodshed? 

HEINZ KRASCHUTZKl. 

Berlin-Wannsee, 

Hohenzollernstrasse 27a, Germany. 

Two men in prison 

^V^OUR cartoon of two men in prison (PN 
January 4), one for killing and the other 
for refusing to do so, recalls very forcibly an 
experience of mine. 

In 1942 I and a fellow Bible-class member 
were in Gloucester prison ; he for killing his 
wife and myself because I would not support 
killing. When I tried to have a word with the 
other man coming in from exercise the 
“ screw ” (prison officer) stopped me. 

JACK JONES. 

Maud’s Elm, Cheltenham. 

Thanks for ISO Christmas cards 

XTAVING received 250 Christmas cards 
whilst at Liverpool Prison from friends in 
Europe, America, Africa and Israel, I would 
like to take this opportunity of giving them my 
thanks for their kind thoughts over Christmas. 

DON ALEXANDER. 

Kenilworth, Whaggs Lane, 

Whickham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Conscientious objector Don Alexander was 
sentenced to six months imprisonment. We 
are grateful for the stand that he and other 
war resisters are making in refusing conscrip¬ 
tion. —Ed. PN. 

America 

OU were good enough to publish in 
October the first of two articles in which 
I tried to explain why I had such confidence in 
the good sense and vitality of Americans. 

In your last issue you have published a 
letter by a Mr. Coddin^on, who “ is surprised 
to find so much venom in my criticism of 
America ” in the first of these articles. 

Mr. Coddington calls this astonishing state¬ 
ment “ a very mild criticism ” of .me. I hope 


that tliey ” (the American wise-crackers) “ were 
pulling his leg,” meaning mine. 

O God, O Montreal . . . what else did he 
imagine they could possibly have been doing? 
vShort of writing “ joke ” in the margin, in 
large capitals, opposite every extravagant state¬ 
ment, I did all I could to make it clear that I 
was giving examples of American humour. 

The rest of Mr. Coddington's letter, merely 
points out rather laboriously the truth of what 
I had already said—the confusion and the 
“ personality ” cult in American politics. 

Dr. Johnson once said that he could provide 
a man with an Jtrgument but not with an 
intelligence. A sense of humour is equally dif¬ 
ficult to pass on and the more is the pity, for 
a vast number of pacifists are sadly lacking in 
this useful asset. 

At least Mr. Coddington has induced me to 
make a long-delayed resolution for 1957: 
never, never again assume that Peace News 
readers have any sense of humour at all. It is 
too great a risk and it invariably leads to mis¬ 
understandings of this sort. 

Your correspondent wants to know whether 
I am a pacifist. The answer, as everybody here 
knows, is that I arn. But not so many know 
that the greatest strain on my pacifism is bear¬ 
ing with dull pacifists, because they give us a 
bad reputation with intelligent people. 

REGINALD REYNOLDS. 

20 Jubilee Place, 

Chelsea, London, S.W.3. 

POINTS FROM OTHER LETTERS 

0 I am sorry to see so many young boys 
have been given toy guns and pistols by 
foolish ^rents for Christmas presents, thus 
engendering a war spirit. Is it not time for 
the manufacture and sale of these imitation 
lethal weapons to be prohibited by law?— 
John Slater, Highbury, N.5. 


Spreading Gandhi*s teachings 

i!^HE decision to produce a cheap edition of 
Gandhi’s Autobiography (announced in 
our advertisement columns) was taken by the 
Navajivan Press because of the outbreak of 
violence in Hungary and Egypt. 

In a statement issued from their offices in 
Ahmedabad they say: “Nothing will serve as 
an effective force to dispel the black clouds 
that loom large on the horizon today better 
than the message of Truth, Non-violence and 
Love as preached and practised by Mahatma 
Gandhi.” 


It is announced by the British Colonial Office 
that the conference on the Nigerian Consti¬ 
tution, which was postponed from Septem¬ 
ber, 1956, because of the Foster Sutton 
Tribimal of Inquiry, will now be convened 
in London in May if possible and in any 
event not later than mid-June, 1957. 


DIARY 


nouLs senMn right to selea for publicatio. 

notices sent in We nevertheless desire to make it as complete a servia 
as we rcasonab^can. and therefore urge organisers of even^to : 

1. Send notic^ to arrive not later than Monday morning 

2. Include: Date. TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street)- Lture o 

T-> -j T organisers (and secretary’s address) 

Friday, January 18 London, w.c.i : i p.m.; Friends inrer- 

national Centre. 32 Tavistock Square. Mrs 
G. G. Coleman. “ Colour Bar in Rhodesia.’ 


CROYDON : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho.. 

Park Lane. Leslie A. Smithy “ Some ^oblems 

r»f thf* Whitf TTiohhinrls " ' - 


nf Ki'nvn PnR 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS I Cash with order. 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd.. N.4. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Praalcc of the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends* Home Service Committee. 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd.. London. 


HOLIDAYS 

HOLIDAY FRIENDSHIP SERVICE. 20 
countries. Send stamp (2id.), 48 Dalston 

Lane, London, E.8. 
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want to book your own 

PEACE NEWS CAN HELP YOU 

• 

The 1957 Holiday Planners Number will 
appear on February 8. Every reader offer¬ 
ing holiday services is invited to write for 
particulars. Readers who wish to make 
early bookings can obtain free advice and 
infoiiiiation from the 

PEACE NEWS 
HOLIDAY BUREAU 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 

which records each advertisers’ services. 



to all countnes and envelop the whole world, 
including the Communist countries. 

Every one should pledge his or her soul not 
to rest till the world has been fully, completely, 
and totally disarmed. 

Call forth the whole force of your being to 
serve this great cause of humanity; shrink 
from no sacrifice, however great it may be. 

Make an appeal—a personal appeal—to the 
soul of every Briton. Carry the message to the 
door of every householder, talk, discuss, and 
convince. The time is most propitious. For¬ 
ward! On to the attack! 

Let the new rise from the soul of 
Britain: world disarmament, full, complete, 
total. 

Let Peace News send out this call to all the 
world: 

People of the world awake! 

People of the world arise! 

People of the world unite for the great cause 
of world disarmament! Clear the Augean 
Stable by the power of the spirit! 


litis-t; iiiia uppuiiuiiiiy ul giving iiii^iii iiiy 

thanks for their kind thoughts over Christmas. 

DON ALEXANDER. 

Kenilworth, Whaggs Lane, 

Whickham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Conscientious objector Don Alexander was 
sentenced to six months imprisonment. We 
are grateful for the stand that he and other 
war resisters are making in refusing conscrip¬ 
tion. —Ed. PN. 

America 

OU were good enough to publish in 
October the first of two articles in which 
I tried to explain why I had such confidence in 
the good sense and vitality of Americans. 

In your last issue you have published a 
letter by a Mr. Coddin^on, who “ is surprised 
to find so much venom in my criticism of 
America ” in the first of these articles. 

Mr. Coddington calls this astonishing state¬ 
ment “a very mild criticism ” of me. I hope 


Spreading Gandhi s teachings 

rpHE decision to produce a cheap edition of 
Gandhi’s Autobiography (announced in 
our advertisement columns) was taken by the 
Navajivan Press because of the outbreak of 
violence in Hungary and Egypt. 

In a statement issued from their offices in 
Ahmedabad they say: “ Nothing will serve as 
an effective force to dispel the black clouds 
that loom large on the horizon today better 
than the message of Truth, Non-violence and 
Love as preached and practised by Mahatma 
Gandhi.” 


It is announced by the British Colonial Office 
that the conference on the Nigerian Consti¬ 
tution, which was postponed from Septem¬ 
ber, 1956, because of the Foster Sutton 
Tribunal of Inquiry, will now be convened 
in London in May if possible and in any 
event not later than mid-June, 1957. 


DIARY 


As this IS a free service, we reserve the right to select for publication 

notices sent in. We nevertheless desire to make it as complete a service 
as we reasonably can, and therefore urge organisers of events to : 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than Monday morning 

2 . Include : Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street) ; nature of 
event ; speakers, organisers (and secretary’s address) 

Friday, January 18 London. W.C.l: l p.m.; Friends inter- 

national Centre, 32 Tavistock Square. Mrs. 
G. G. Coleman, “ Colour Bar in Rhodesia.” 
Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom. 


CROYDON : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 

Park Lane. Leslie A. Smith, “ Some Problems 
of the White Highlands of Kenya.’” FoR. 


Saturday, January 19 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA : 7.30 p.m.; Friends 

Mtg. Ho., Dundonald Road, Leigh. Film show 
and discussion. Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

Monday, January 21 

RUGBY : 7.30 p.m.; Brotherhood Ho. 

Leslie Hale, MP, “ After Suez, What ? ” 
Question and discussion. Peace Pledge Union 


Thursday, January 24 

LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. Maud Simcox, ‘‘ World 
Citizens at Cardiff, 1956.” PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Gene Sharp, 
American Radical Tradition.” PYAG. 


Wednesday, January 23 

BRISTOL : 7 p.m.; Hermes Room, Guild¬ 
hall Chambers, 26 Broad St., 1. Preparation 
1957 activities. Peace Pledge Union. 


Ev 4W'^ week t 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning 
and redecorating the homes of old-age pen¬ 
sioners. IVSP. 19 Pembridge Villas, W.ll. 

SUNDAYS 


HYDE PARK i 4 p.m.; Pacifist Youth 

Aaion Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 

MONDAYS 


SHIPLEY 1 

new premises 
gate. Shipley. 


7.15 p.m.; Snipley Group In 
in Labour Party Rooms, West- 

TUESDAYS 


MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 

WEDNESDAYS 


KIDBROOKE: 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 

Rd Discussion, music, radio, etc. 

THURSDAYS 


LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho.. 
Bush Road. E.IO and E.ll Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 

LONDON, WrC.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. PYAG. 

iniiiiiinmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiimimii 


Sunday, January 27 
ABERDEEN : 7.45 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
98 Oown St. Group discussion. PPU and FoR. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 2.30 p.m.; Westminster 
Friends Mtg. Ho., 52 St. Martins Lane. Conf. 
for C.O.s. ; Young men and women of 16 and 
over invited. Gerald Littleboy. Tea provided. 
Society of Friends. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Kingsway 

Hall. March led by Donald Soper, ‘‘ War, 
We Say No.” Open air mtg. Manette St., off 
Charing Cross Rd., 8.30 p.m. Speakers : 
Donald Soper, Sybil Morrison. Standing Joint 
Pacifist Committee. 

Tuesday, January 29 
LONDON, W.C.I.: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 
pard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Monthly mtg. 
London Area PPU. 

Thursday, January 31 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. Group discussion. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 
pard Ho„ 6 Endsleigh St. Terence Chivers, 
” Peace and Human Change.” PYAG. 
Tuesday, February 5 

WOOLWICH: 8 p.m.; Progress Hall. 

Admiral Seymour Rd. Eltham Well Hall. 
Public mtg. for adoption of Fellowship Party 
prospective Parliamentary candidate for Wool¬ 
wich West. Ronald Mallone, BA. Fellowship 
Party. 

Thursday, February 7 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. Edith Adlam, ‘‘ Recent 
Changes in Uzbekistan.” Peace Pledge Union. 
Friday, February 8 
HORNCHURCH: 8 p.m.; St. Mary’s Lane 
School (near The Bell). Martin Dakin (BBC 
Brain of Britain for 1954), ” Hungry Men ”. 
Hornchurch “Way to Peace ” Group. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS : Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6 d. (Box No. 6 d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy : Monday morning 
before publication. 

PLEASE NOTE : Advertisements for the 
issue of December 28 must be received not 
later than Friday, December 21. 

Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to 
restrict any aincern or individual from 
advertising in these columns, it must be noted 
that we do not necessarily share the views 
nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


MEETINGS 

CONFERENCE FOR CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTORS. A Conference for young men 
of 16 and over who are considering .standing 
as Conscientious Objectors will be held on 
Sunday, Jan. 27, 1957, at Westminster Friends* 
Meeting House, 52 St. Martin’s Lane, W.C.2, 
at 2.30 p.m. The speaker will be Gerald 
Littleboy (former Headmaster of Friends* 
School, Saffron Walden). Tea will be pro¬ 
vided. Young women also welcome. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.5. 


FOR SALE 

WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and per¬ 
sonal stationery needs ? HOUSMANS 
STATIONERY DEPT, can deal with them. 
Plain postcards, 2s. lOd. per 100 ; white 
envelopes 6 x 3i in., 21 s. per 1,000 box ; 
manilla, 14s. 6 d. per 1,000 box ; white bank 
paper 10 x 8 in., 8 s. 6 d. per 500 sheets ; 
newswrappers 10 x 5 in., 19s. per 1,000, 2s. 
3 d. per 100 ; plain economy labels 4^ x 3^ in., 
14s. 6 d. per 1.000. Is. 8 d. per 100. All post 
free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
6 d. each, postage extra. All profits to Peace 
News. Write or call, HOUSMANS 
STATIONERY DEPT., 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London. N,4. 


LITERATURE 

BOOKS OF EVERY DESCTaPTION are 
available from Housmans Bookshop. Profits 
on sales help Peace News. Why not order all 
your books from Housmans, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London, N.4 ? 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends* Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd.. London. 


PERSONAL 

WAR RESISTERS* International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI. Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns 
to advertise your services, sell your products 
and seek your needs. Write to the Advertise¬ 
ment Manager, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4. 


srruATioNS vacant 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 
9 p.m. every Wednesday evening for the sale 
of books and stationery, and for voluntary help 
with the despatch of Peace News. Visitors 
welcomed. 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish and 
Cook, stationers), Finsbury,Park (near sta.), N.4. 

VACANCY IN PEAC^E NEWS OFFICE. 
Shorthand typist needed (full time) ’to assist 
in the business, circulation and advertisement 
activities of the paper. Specialist experience 
not essential, but adaptability and initiative 
very useful. Please write lO the Manager, 
Peace News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

BOOK-KEEPER-ACCOUNTANT available 
part-time. Pasadena, (California, USA. 
SYcamore 7-5463. 

MABEL EYLES DupUcating Service, 395 
Hornsey Road. N.19. (ARC. 1765). 


FOR REPLIES .... 

ADVERTISE HERE 

‘‘Moft of tke repliei received 
caine from advertifiemeati ia 
Buch paperv as The New States¬ 
man and Nation^ Peace News 
and The Times literary and 
Educational Supplements*’*— 
Friends Home Service Council 
report 


HOLIDAYS 

HOLIDAY FRIENDSHIP SERVICE. 20 
countries. Send stamp (2id.), 48 Dalston 

Lane, London, E. 8 . 


Special postal offer 
to new readers 

8 2s. 6d. 

(US 13 weeks for $1) 

Please send PEACE NEWS for. 

to the name and address below. 

I enclose £. 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


STANDARD RATES 

HOME EDITION (G.B. .tnd overseas) 

1 year 25s., Iff weeks 5s. 

Or order from your newsagent. 

US. AIR EXPRESS EDITION 

1 year $4, 6 months $2. 

PEACE NEWS 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 
or 

130 Brattle St.,Cambridge 38 Mass.USA 


UQ IS your newsagent ^ 
ND displaying Peace News • 

□ 

Ask him to order two extra copies 
weekly to be placed on show and 
purchased by you if left over. 
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SYBIL HORRISON 


The Significance of events 


in the U.S. Deep South 


PERCEPTIVE historian of the 
future, looking back at 1956 and 
1957 may point to the most significant 
change of the period as being, not the 
Suez invasion or the quarrels among the 
Communist leadership, but the amazing 
growth of self-reliant non-violent action 
and resistance by people to achieve and 
preserve their freedom and rights. 

The coming of age in recent years of non¬ 
violent resistance and action is the most 
radical and hopeful development in political 
thinking and action in modem times. 

It is being repealedly demonstrated that 
action against social evils can be both peace¬ 
ful and militant, and that people can, on iheir 
own, take effective action against powerful 
forces of tradition, and economic and political 
power, as they rely not on the now discredited 
“ strength ” of arms but on basically inner re¬ 
sources of fearlessness, love, self-sacrifice, and 
ability to apply the methods of non-violent 
resistance and action. 

It is here lies the answer to the novels 
BRAVE NEW WORLD and 1984, and a 
peaceful alternative to violence and war in 
resolving conflicts. 

PROFOUIVD 


The American Deep South has been the scene 
of some of the most significant developments 
along these lines : events which will go down 
in history second to Gandhi’s experiments only 
because the latter pioneered the way. 

The year long bus boycott by the Negroes 
in Montgomery, Alabama, has been a remark¬ 
able lesson in both patience and daring, in 
action against segregation and love for the 
Southern whites who imposed it. 

In the December issue of Liberation, the 
outstanding leader of that movement, Martin 
Luther King declared that their experience 
and growth during the months of “ united non¬ 
violent protest has been such that we cannot 
be satisfied with a court ‘ victory ’ over our 
white brothers . . . We seek an integration 
based on mutual respect.” 

Non-violent action brought a profound 
sense of manhood to the Southern Negro, a 
sease of responsibility, fearlessness. To the 
white man it brought the necessity to look 
inside himself. 

The Montgomery Negroes have wisely 
worked out a long range constructive pro¬ 
gramme to begin where segregation on the 
buses ends. 

Much has been made of the bombings of 

r'H I nnri homes, in MontffomcrV* 


tremendous readjustment required of them. 

In times of rapid change of values and ways 
of life such actions by frantic men who know 
they no longer have public support are prob¬ 
ably to some degree inevitable ; the creative 
element enters when the victims are able to 
respond with a forgiving but uncompromising 
and fearless love. 


WAY TO FRUGDOR 

The action of Negro ministers in Atlanta, 
Georgia, who under a campaign of “ Love, 
Law and Liberation ” have undertaken active 
non-violent direct action to disobey bus 
segregation practices and to sit where they 
please represents a new development of non¬ 
violent action in the Deep South. 

This direct action with non-violence re¬ 
quires even greater courage and discipline 
than a relatively passive programme of re- 
franing from certain acts, as riding buses. 
When the situation is ripe for il, however, it 
may be more powerful. 

This new Atlanta group has done well to 
pledge itself “ to complete non-violence in word 
and action,” and to ask that its members 
“ show love and goodwill at ail times.” 

They have apparently worked out careful 
plans for applying these new tactics. Six of 
the Negro ministers have already been arrested. 

Their policy is: “ If cursed, do not curse 

back. If pushed, do not push back. If struck, 
do not strike back, but show love and good 
will at all times.” 

This combining of the basic value of love 
central to the religion of the Southern Negro 
with militant action for human equality repre¬ 
sents an American expression of this coming of 
age of non-violent resistance and action. 

The demonstrated power of this way in the 
American South, the passive resistance out of 
expediency in Hungary, and other examples, 
will in turn cause non-violent resistance to 
spread with increasing rapidity and be taken up 
by others throughout the world as a practical 
and ethical way to freedom. 


INIQUITOUS SPIRAL 


And now all the boys and myself out here in Germany are trying to stop another 
war. It is easy to understand why when Mr. Macmillan tells the Atlantic Pact Council 
in Paris that if a revolt broke out in East Germany it was inconceivable that. West 
German Forces could be restrained from going to the aid of their East German 
brothers, which might in turn bring in West German Atlantic allies. Such a situation 
would hold the danger of a third world war, and explains to me why / must be taken 
away from home and live a rather uncomfortable way of life for a few months. It is 
reasonable isn't itl 

- Letter from a National Serviceman in Germany with the RAF, January 10, 1957. 


^HE problems that arise from past wars 
are often too easily accepted as in¬ 
evitable, and the reasons given by states¬ 
men for solving them in a particular way. 
too facilely taken as eminently reasonable. 


The vicious circle of wars begetting wars 
spins around without anyone atempting to stop 
it, or learning any lessons from the past. The 
situation in Europe in 1938-39 was, in tact, 
the almost direct consequence of World War I. 

The defeat of Germany then, not only swept 
away the monarchy, but plunged Germany into 
a system of Government she was by no means 
ready to assimilate; the subsequent chaos, 
economic and political, gave rise to Hitler and 
a totalitarian regime, which, at the beginning, 
was not unwelcome to the rulers of this 
country, who looked upon Hitler s armies as a 
shield against the possible encroachment of 
vSoviet Russia. 


U.S. PACIFIST GAOLED 


B years after 


“ crime ” 


much through the centuries from invasion by 
Prussian and German armies, should be terri¬ 
fied, is understandable, and it was their refusal 
to countenance the re-arming of West Germany 
which has led to the stationing there of British 
and American troops for so-called defence 
purposes ; only on that condition was France 
prepared to agree. It is for this reason that my 
young correspondent is in Germany. 

If, as he seems to believe, nothing could 
restrain West German forces from going to the 
aid of East Germany should there be a revolt, 
then the presence of British troops is just as 
likely to lead to war as their absence. Any 
attempt on the part of Britain to prevent the 
move of West German armies in this event 
would undoubtedly lead to war. 

The continued faith in the ability of armies 
to prevent wars is quite extraordinary when it 
is considered how often, and how tragically, it 
proves to be untrue. 


Had there been no Hitler, there would not 
have been a second world war, and his final 
defeat led to the partition of Germany, which 
is now a standing menace in Europe to world 
peace. 

There is, perhaps, no better, nor more strik¬ 
ing example of the futility of war, than this 
iniquitous spiral of threats and counter-thieats 
among the Second world war allies. 

In spite of a war fought to an “ unconditional 
surrender ” finish, for the over-riding reason 
that Germany should never again possess arm¬ 
aments, in the end the decision to re-arm 
Germany was agreed by both parties in the 
British Parliament. 

That France, whose people have suffered so 


EIGHT after refusing to register 

for military service, a 26-year-old .. young people to change the 

American pacifist, Seymour Eichel, of state of the world. We are too old. Good luck 
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The division of Germany, as the division of 
Korea, was the result of war ; the fact that the 
British Government, strongly antagonistic to 
the Soviet regime, could yet welcome theni as 
allies without scruple is simply one of those 
immoral expediencies which are part of war. 

Any means to an end is not a moral doctrine, 
and one which is rightly condemned and 
deplored in any other nation ; in this case it 
has led the world, not to the peace and freedom 
from war it was promised, but to the exact 
opposite. 

Armies have never been able to keep the 
peace; it is neither their purpose nor their 
function. The real threat to peace is the per¬ 
sistent reliance upon a method which upholds 
the mistaken doctrine that might is the same as 
right. 

The need today is for a strong moral lead 
aw'ay from this disproved and evil method to¬ 
wards considered negotiation, backed not by 
armies and threats but by willingness to 
concede where it is right to concede and by 
quiet determination to find agreement. This is 
not only reasonable but right. 
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BRAVE NEW WORLD and 1984, and a 
peaceful alternative to violence and war in 
resolving conflicts. 

PROFOUJVD CHATVGE 
The American Deep South has been the scene 
of some of the most significant developments 
along these lines : events which will go down 
in history second to Gandhi’s experiments only 
because the latter pioneered the way. 

The year long bus boycott by the Negroes 
in Montgomery, Alabama, has been a remark¬ 
able lesson in both patience and daring, in 
action against segregation and love for the 
Southern whites who imposed it. 

In the December issue of Liberation, the 
outstanding leader of that movement, Martin 
Luther King declared that their experience 
and growth during the months of “ united non¬ 
violent protest has been such that we cannot 
be satisfied with a court ‘ victory ’ over our 
white brothers ... We seek an integration 
based on mutual respect.” 

Non-violent action brought a profound 
sense of manhood to the Southern Negro, a 
sense of responsibility, fearlessness. To the 
white man it brought the necessity to look 
inside himself. 

The Montgomery Negroes have wisely 
worked out a long range constructive pro¬ 
gramme to begin where segregation on the 
buses ends. 

Much has been made of the bombings of 
Negro churches and homes, in Montgomery, 
and the shootings into buses in Mon+f?omerv 
and elsewhere in the South where Negroes have 
sought to end bus segregation. 

These acts of violence represent the last 
desperate acts of men who see their world of 
of the past—of caste, prejudice and hatred 
—collapsing about them and are, at least at 
present, psychologically incapable of the 


Treason? PAcroNE 

trial here is not just 153 individuals but the 
ideas which they and thousands of others in 
our land have openly espoused and expressed, 

“We will establish . . . that the advocacy of 
the use of extra-parliamentary methods to bring 
about desired changes does not mean that force 
and violence and subversion were intended or 
understood to be essential ingredients of such 
methods ...” 

Not only did his clients and the organisations 
to which they belonged preach race harmony, 
said Mr. Berrange, but they went further and 
called for world peace and settlement of all 
international disputes by negotiation, not war. 

“ If this be treasonable or criminal, then 
my clients already stand convicted.” 

A number of pacifists and Peace News con¬ 
tributors were signatories to a letter to T^c 
Times on January 14 commending a Christian 
Action fund to provide for legal defence of the 
accused and to give practical assistance to the 
dependents of those arrested. 

The Fund stood at over £1,600 on Wednes¬ 
day. It is aimed to raise £10,000. 

Cyprus Meeting Sunday 
in London 

T O commemorate the plebiscite held in 
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“ show love and goodwill at all times." 

They have apparently worked out careful 
plans for applying these new tactics. Six of 
the Negro ministers have already been arrested. 

Their policy is: “If cursed, do not curse 
back. If pushed, do not push back. If struck, 
do not strike back, but show love and good 
will at all times.” 

This combining of the basic value of love 
central to the religion of the Southern Negro 
with militant action for human equality repre¬ 
sents an American expression of this coming of 
age of non-violent resistance and action. 

The demonstrated power of this way in the 
American South, the passive resistance out of 
expediency in Hungary, and other examples, 
will in turn cause non-violent resistance to 
spread with increasing rapidity and be taken up 
by others throughout the world as a practical 
and ethical way to freedom. 


shield against the possible encroachment of 
Soviet Russia. 
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Had there been no Hitler, there would not 
have been a second world war, and his final 
defeat led to the partition of Germany, which 
is now a standing menace in Europe to world 
peace. 

There is, perhaps, no better, nor more strik¬ 
ing example of the futility of war, than this 
iniquitous spiral of threats and counter-thieats 
among the second world war allies. 

In spite of a war fought to an “ unconditional 
surrender” finish, for the over-riding reason 
that Germany should never again possess arm¬ 
aments, in the end the decision to re-arm 
Germany was agreed by both parties in the 
British Parliament. 

That France, whose people have suffered so 


U.S. PACIFIST GAOLED 

8 years after ** crime** 


yj]IGHT years after refusing to register 
for military service, a 26 -year-old 
American pacifist, Seymour Eichel, of 
Brooklyn, New York, has been sentenced 
to a year and a day imprisonment. 

It is not known why Government authorities 
waited eight years to arrest and prosecute 
Eichel 

Eichel, being an absolutist conscientious 
objector, refus^ to comply with the Select 
Service Law, and openly ignored the Govern¬ 
ment’s requirement of registering. 

However, he had constantly made known his 
conscientious objection to military service. A 
short while before his eighteenth birthday, he 
refused to take a graduate’s pledge which was 
initiated in New York City schools in 1917. 

The first part declares loyalty to the Constitu¬ 
tion and Government of the United States and 
the State of New York, and by taking the 
pledge a graduate promises to support all their 
laws. 

By taking this pledge a graduate swears in 
effect that he will uphold conscription. By 
refusing to take the oath, a graduate bars 
himself from obtaining a diploma. 

Due to the sympathetic consideration and the 
discrimination of Dr. Frederic Ernst, Associate 
Superintendent of Schools, Eichel was, never¬ 
theless, granted a diploma. 

Widespread publicity was given to this 
incident. 

Still not arrested 

Later, Eichel took part in several pacifist 
activities, associating himself with the Peace¬ 
maker group and participated in activities of 
the Society of Friends (Quakers). 

Before the Selective Service Law was 
passed in June, 1948, he had already com¬ 
mitted himself to non-registration in a 
written statement which he and other COs 
had signed and made public. 


were being imprisoned for conscience’ sake. 

Mr. Niles shook hands with him, saying. 
“ It’s up to you young people to change the 
state of the world. We are too old. Good luck 
to you.” 

During the Korean war, Eichel continued to 
make known his stand against conscription. 
Still he was not arrested. 

When, in order to obtain employment, he 
completed application forms which asked for 
details of his Draft status, he frequently had to 
explain his stand to employers. 

“ Knowing how the Government encourages 
informing even to the point of giving it an aura 
of patriotism, I knew I was risking arrest, but 
I was not arrested,” he said. 

$2,500 bail 

Then on June 12 last year, two days before 
his twenty-sixth birthday, and eight years after 
his call-up, three FBI agents entered Eichel’s 
place of business and took him into custody. 

A bail of $2,500 was arranged through the 
War Resisters’ League. 

On July 20 he was indicted by Grand Jury on 
a charge of failing to register. Ten days later 
he appeared in court and was ordered to plead. 

Like his father had done fourteen years 
previously, Seymour Eichel stood mute. A plea 
of “ not guilty ” was entered. 

His attorney, Conrad J. Lynn, asked for and 
was granted permission to file a motion for 
dismissal of the case on the grounds that the 
Government had delayed unreasonably in the 
prosecution. 

This motion was rejected when it came 
before Judge Abruzzo on August 13. 

Seymour was sentenced to a year and a day 
imprisonment on December 27 at Brooklyn 
Federal Court, by Judge Robert A. Inch. 

Following his son’s imprisonment, Julius 
Eichel issued a statement to the Press, com¬ 
menting that the same governmental machinery 
and methods used by the “ patriotic ” Cotton 
Mather in the seventeenth century against “ the 
heretics and malignants called Quakers, with 
W. Penn who is the chief scamp” are used 


proves to be untrue. 
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The division of Germany, as the division of 
Korea, was the result of war ; the fact that the 
British Government, strongly antagonistic to 
the Soviet regime, could yet welcome theni as 
allies without scruple is simply one of those 
immoral expediencies which are part of war. 

Any means to an end is not a moral doctrine, 
and one which is rightly condemned and 
deplored in any other nation ; in this case it 
has led the world, not to the peace and freedom 
from war it was promised, but to the exact 
opposite. 

Armies have never been able to keep the 
peace ; it is neither their purpose nor their 
function. The real threat to peace is the per¬ 
sistent reliance upon a method which upholds 
the mistaken doctrine that might is the same as 
right. 

The need today is for a strong moral lead 
away from this disproved and evil method to¬ 
wards considered negotiation, backed not by 
armies and threats but by willingness to 
concede where it is right to concede and by 
quiet determination to find agreement. TTiis is 
not only reasonable but right. 


Algeria * 

■<* FACE ONE 

They stated that Mollet’s declaration of 
January 9 addressed to the UN General 
Assembly “ ruled out all possibilities of the 
UN reaching a peaceful settlement which 
would guarantee the natural right of the 
Algerian people to self-determination.” The 
Bureau called his “ cease-fire ” offer “ nothing 
other than a demand to the Algerian people 
to lay down thier arms.” 

They termed Mollet’s mention of elections 
after a cease-fire an attempt “ to justify its 
policy in the eyes of the UN” at the same 
time it accused the UN of bias and stated, in 
reality, that it would not recognise any decision 
that would “ satisfy the legitimate aspirations 
of the Algerian people.” 

“ The decision of the French Government to 
reject any peaceful solution to satisfy the 
aspirations of the Algerian nation and the 
interests of the European minority will serve 
only to prolong this war.” 

M. Mollet in his January 9 statement 
emphasised the Algerian problem as being one 
of securing the co-existence of the French and 
Algerian communities and that it was an in¬ 
ternal French problem in which the UN had no 
authority to discuss or pronounce upon. 

He promised free elections with a single roll 
of voters three months after a cease-fire, but 
said France would never leave Algeria and 
would not agree to granting independence as a 
condition of a cease-fire. 

He expounded a general political and 
economic programme of reforms for Algeria 
and said that Algeria was the keystone of the 
Franco-African complex. 

M. Mollet was stated by the Manchester 
Guardian correspondent to be seeking enough 
support in the National Assembly to prevent 
any fall of his Government that might result 
in the formation of one that would accept UN 
intervention or would grant Algerian indepen¬ 
dence. 














and elsewhere in the South where Negroes have 
sought to end bus segregation. 

These acts of violence represent the last 
desperate acts of men who see their world of 
of the past—of caste, prejudice and hatred 
—collapsing about them and are, at least at 
present, psychologically incapable of the 
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trial here is not just 153 individuals but the 
ideas which they and thousands of others in 
our land have openly espoused and expressed. 

“We will establish . . . that the advocacy of 
the use of extra-parliamentary methods to bring 
about desired changes does not mean that force 
and violence and subversion were intended or 
understood to be essential ingredients of such 
methods ...” 

Not only did his clients and the organisations 
to which they belonged preach race harmony, 
said Mr. Berrange, but they went further and 
called for world peace and settlement of all 
international disputes by negotiation, not war. 

“ If this be treasonable or criminal, then 
my clients already stand convicted.” 

A number of pacifists and Peace News con¬ 
tributors were signatories to a letter to The 
Times on January 14 commending a Christian 
Action fund to provide for legal defence of the 
accused and to give practical assistance to the 
dependents of those arrested. 

The Fund stood at over £1,600 on Wednes¬ 
day. It is aimed to raise £10,000. 


Cyprus Meeting Sunday 
in London 

1^0 commemorate the plebiscite held in 
Cyprus in 1950, the Ethnarchy of Cyprus 
are to hold a meeting in Holbom Kali, London 
on Sunday, January 20, at 3.30 p.m. 

Speakers will be Fenner Brockway, MP, 
Lena Jeger, MP, Francis Noel-Baker, MP, Ian 
Mikardo, MP, and Phidias Dukaris, United 
Kingdom Secretary to the Ethnarchy. 

In 1950 215,108 Greek Cypriots over 18 
declared themselves in favour of Union with 
Greece. 

Out of a total of 224,747 Greek voters only 
9,639 abstained. The abstentions were mostly 
those of Government officials intimidated by 
the Colonial Authorities, the Ethnarchy claim. 


NON-VIOLENT ACTION IN 
NORTHERN RHODESIA 

TN a campaign to break the colour bar in 
Northern Rhodesia, 30 Africans, specially 
picked for their peaceful conduct, dfc visiting 
cafes in Lusaka, the capital. They enter the 
caf6s in groups of five and request tea and 
meals. 

No incidents have so far been reported, but 
on Tuesday, says The Times, some restaurant 
proprietors were turning Africans away as 
European business was falling off sharply. 

Messages of support may be sent to Mr, 
K. D. Kaunda, PO Box 1005, Lusaka, 
Northern Rhodesia. 


lo a year ana a cay imprisonment. 

It is not known why Government authorities 
waited eight years to arrest and prosecute 
Eichel 

Eichel, being an absolutist conscientious 
objector, refus^ to comply with the Select 
Service Law, and openly ignored the Govern¬ 
ment’s requirement of registering. 

However, he had constantly made known his 
conscientious objection to military service. A 
short while before his eighteenth birthday, he 
refiwed to take a graduate’s pledge which was 
initiated in New York City schools in 1917. 

The first part declares loyalty to the Constitu¬ 
tion and Government of the United States and 
the State of New York, and by taking the 
pledge a graduate promises to support all their 
laws. 

By taking this pledge a graduate swears in 
effe^ that he will uphold conscription. By 
refusing to take the oath, a graduate bars 
himself from obtaining a diploma. 

Due to the sympathetic consideration and the 
discrimination of Dr. Frederic Ernst, Associate 
Superintendent of Schools, Eichel was, never¬ 
theless, granted a diploma. 

Widespread publicity was given to this 
incident. 

Still not arrested 

I^ter, Eichel took part in several pacifist 
activities, associating himself with the Peace¬ 
maker group and participated in activities of 
the Society of Friends (Quakers). 

Before the Selective Service Law was 
passed in June, 1948, he had already com¬ 
mitted himself to non-registration in a 
written statement which he and other COs 
had signed and made public. 

In 1949, when demonstrators picketed the 
White House, asking that imprisoned COs be 
freed, Eichel, together with two clergymen, was 
granted an interview by the President’s adminis¬ 
trative assistant, the late David K. Niles. 

He told Mr. Niles of his objections to 
military service, explaining to him that men 


Briefly 

William Worthy, the US journalist and Peace 
News contributor who went to Peking in 
defiance of US passport regulations had 
made, up to January 9, two broadcasts on 
his trip for the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. CBS are picking up the broadcasts 
from China and say that they will pay 
Worthy for them when he returns to the US. 
On Sunday, January 6 he had an interview 
with Foreign Minister Chou En-lai. 

Alfred Lep^pe of Belgium has circulated a 
letter which he sent to the Minister of the 
Interior. Mr. Lepape stated: . . . “ I remind 
you of my definite refusal to serve again in 
the army.” After recalling some of his own 
memories of the battlefield Mr. Lepape con¬ 
tinues : “ I have not hatred against any man, 
but only against the evil which is in him ; so 
I refuse to kill shamefully people I do not 
know.” 
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make known his stand against conscription. 
Still he was not arrested. 

When, in order to obtain employment, he 
completed application forms which asked for 
details of his Draft status, he frequently had to 
explain his stand to employers. 

“ Knowing how the Government encourages 
informing even to the point of giving it an aura 
of patriotism, I knew I was risking arrest, but 
I was not arrested,” he said. 

$2,500 bail 

Then on June 12 last year, two days before 
his twenty-sixth birthday, and eight years after 
his call-up, three FBI agents entered EicheFs 
place of business and took him into custody. 

A bail of $2,500 was arranged through the 
War Resisters’ League. 

On July 20 he was indicted by Grand Jury on 
a charge of failing to register. Ten days later 
he appeared in court and was ordered to plead. 

Like his father had done fourteen years 
previously, Seymour Eichel stood mute. A plea 
of “ not guilty ” was entered. 

His attorney, Conrad J. Lynn, asked for and 
was granted permission to file a motion for 
dismissal of the case on the grounds that the 
Government had delayed unreasonably in the 
prosecution. 

This motion was rejected when it came 
before Judge Abruzzo on August 13. 

Seymour was sentenced to a year and a day 
imprisonment on December 27 at Brooklyn 
Federal Court, by Judge Robert A. Inch. 

Following his son’s imprisonment, Jelius 
Eichel issued a statement to the Press, com¬ 
menting that the same governmental machinery 
and methods used by the “patriotic” Cotton 
Mather in the seventeenth century against “ the 
heretics and malignants called Quakers, with 
W. Penn who is the chief scamp” are used 
today on pacifists. 

No blind obedience 

In a statement before his imprisonment, Sey¬ 
mour Eichel wrote: 

“ The pacifist, or conscientious objector, 
usually obeys all laws that are made in the 
interest of his fellow men. But participation in 
war is a crime against humanity. 

“ If, as the FBI agent insisted, we must obey 
the law of the land regardless of its moral 
content, where would humanity be? The paci¬ 
fist believes that he must say ‘ no ’ to war. 

“The Nuremberg trials stress the point 
that the majority is not always right—that 
the individual must be responsible for his 
own actions. 

“Though these rulings were made by a 
military court, controlled by victorious military 
powers, they remain the essence of the pacifist 
position, both humanitarian and religious. 
Each individual is responsible to his God or to 
his conscience for his acts. 

“ Blind obedience by the individual is 
neither moral nor desirable in a democracy. 

“ It is in the interest of furthering democratic 
aims and my own humanitarian convictions 
that I remain firm in my refusal to register for 
the draft regardless of the consequences. To 
me registration would indicate I sanction con¬ 
scription for others, something I cannot do.” 
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would guarantee the natural right of the 
Algerian people to self-determination.” The 
Bureau called his “ cease-fire ” offer “ nothing 
other than a demand to the Algerian people 
to lay down thier arms.” 

They termed Moliet’s mention of elections 
after a cease-fire an attempt “ to justify its 
policy in the eyes of the UN ” at the same 
time it accused the UN of bias and stated, in 
reality, that it would not recognise any decision 
that would “satisfy the legitimate aspirations 
of the Algerian people.” 

The decision of the French GG\ernment to 
reject any peaceful solution to satisfy the 
aspirations of the Algerian nation and the 
interests of the European minority will serve 
only to prolong this war.” 

M Mollct in his January 9 statement 
emphasised the Algerian problem as being one 
of securing the co-existence of the French and 
Algerian communities and that it was an in¬ 
ternal French problem in which the UN had no 
authority to discuss or pronounce upon. 

He promised free elections with a single roll 
of voters three months after a cease-fire but 
said France would never leave Algeria’ and 
wou d not agree to granting independence as a 
condition of a cease-fire. 

He expounded a general political and 
ecoinomic programme of reforms for Algeria 
and said that Algeria was the keystone of the 
Franco-African complex. 

M Mollet was stated by the Manchester 
Ouardian correspondent to he seeking enough 
support in the National Assembly to prevent 
any fall of his Government that might result 
in the formation of one that would accept UN 
intervcniion or would grant Algerian indepen- 
dence. 
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